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Welcome to the brand-new clear round. This is the latest of many iterations of this 

magazine that seeks to bring drivers, passengers, officials and spectators all the latest news, 

views and information about the oddly addictive pastime of driving a small car up a slippery 

slope.  

For many years, this magazine was printed as a paperback before we moved to a PDF 

version around 4/5 years ago, which encompassed some lovely imagery alongside event 

reports, opinion and information. As technology has evolved we have seen the Sporting 

Trials section of the BTRDA website become a great source of information, this also has the 

benefit of bringing instant reports and information to the fingertips of those interested.  

With this new format we are hopefully going to pull together the best parts of the website 

and the clear round magazine, providing you with everything you need to keep up to speed 

with the world of sporting trials. 

Event reports will remain in the events section of the website. Hopefully, you’ve had a 

chance to check these out via the links on the email, if you have not already found them on 

the website. It is hard for one person to write all the reports as it’s almost impossible to be 

at all the events so, as before, we will be looking to harness the creative ability of our 

drivers or passengers to provide us with a short story of each event. If you would like to 

volunteer your writing services, then please let a member of the committee know or else 

please look out for an email in your inbox or a tap on the shoulder at an event with a plea 

for a few words.  

We will also be bringing back the ‘Opinionated section’. This is an open forum for you to 

send us whatever you like (within reason), whether that be an amusing story, driving advice, 

suggestions for the committee, or maybe even a poem you want to express. Please send 

anything and everything in and we’ll endeavour to include it into the next addition of the 

report.   

The Facebook pages continue to be a useful source of information and interaction, although 

they can also sometimes be a breeding ground of rumour and speculation. For those of you 

using this platform, make sure you check out the new ‘BTRDA Sporting Trials’ Facebook 
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page, which will be a source of information direct from the committee with news on events 

and the championship.   

The Clear Round will also include all the latest updates from the BTRDA trials committee, as 

well as news from the MSUK and hopefully round ups from some of our organising clubs.   

We hope you like the new format and you have either successful navigated the links in the 

mailshot or you may have stumbled across this on the website.  

On to our new season and perhaps at the back end of 2019 the sporting trials family would 

have looked forward to the new season with a great deal of promise. After a couple of years 

of testing, talking, trials, talking, tribulations and some more talking the new diff regulations 

were underway, giving everyone a fresh start and hopefully relishing the challenge of the 

year ahead. 

The first event of the 2020 calendar was as ever the Gold and Silver Star final, wrapping up 

the 2019 championship, which this year took place at the popular Kington venue. This event 

saw us take on our first major challenge of the year, which was the weather. The weeks and 

months leading up to this year’s finale was some of the wettest on record, and it is a 

testament to the work of our Clerk of the Course for the day, Stephen Barnes and son 

George, that a hugely enjoyable and challenging event was held at all. Check out Ian Veale’s 

report on the BTRDA website for the stories from that day.  

The weather continued to represent a challenge to us throughout the first months of the 

year. Unfortunately, we lost our season opener (JB Taylor) to a waterlogged site and it was 

touch and go whether the Geoff Taylor would run as flooding swept the country. Weather 

wise things seemed to take a turn for the better with the Walsingham site in great shape, 

but the Peter Blankstone (Shelsley Walsh, always a site that retains its moisture) was 

unfortunately cancelled. The national championships then headed North to a warm 

welcome from the NPTCC for the Stone Trough and Stuart Butterfield trials before all our 

seasons took an unexpected and disappointing pause. 

The beast that is COVID-19 has put the brakes on our trialing world, and in most cases every 

other aspect of our lives. At the time of writing It looks likely that all events will be either 

postponed or cancelled up until our traditional seasons summer break. With the weather 

seemingly smiling on us again it’s a shame we can’t get out onto the hills, but everyone’s 

safety is of paramount importance and we look forward to seeing everyone safe and smiling 

on the hills again soon. I’m sure everyone will relish the freedom and challenge that trialing 

brings even more for this enforced break.  

Stay safe and we will see you all soon.  
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With many trials drivers unable to get on to the hills and having already completed all the 

traditional summer development work, attention has turned to some of the stories from the 

history of our sport. You may have seen some interesting conversations have being going on 

via social media on the history of some of our car makes. A great deal of effort has gone in 

to tracking some of the cars out there, when they were built, what have they won and who 

owns them now. John Fack has put together a lovely article of the history of the Facksimile 

which is well worth a read and can be accessed via the links in the CR email or on the BTRDA 

website. I’m sure he will be plotting further articles to track some of the other makes out 

there…. so, watch this space.   

  

Opinionated 
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How quickly can our lives change? 

Protecting the vulnerable! With almost all of us unfortunately in that bracket, it’s been an 

important task, the future of Sporting Trials depends on it. The one good thing about the 

current pandemic is that we seem to have put our thoughts on diffs, four wheels out rules 

and tyre availability firmly behind us and instead we’ve been able to concentrate on what 

really matters … down south there’s been deep debate about pole colours, up north it’s 

been which beer to have after a hard days graft and in Ireland they’re just wondering if 

they’ll be able to leave the country again! 

The MSUK took the obvious decision to pull all motorsport permits at the end of March, it 

followed a fabulous weekend in Cumbria, which was the last time many of us saw each 

other. Martin Grimwood had fun with the sections and the popular Irish competitors visited 

on mass which gave Eden Hall a big enough boost in bar income to help weather the 

potential financial storm that the virus has caused. 

How long ago does Martin’s two day feel? It’s hard to believe that we’ve been in lockdown 

for just six weeks, we’ve tidied our gardens, we’ve had a BBQ or two, we’ve cleaned our 

cars, some of us have rebuilt them and some of us have had them rebuilt! 

The shortened first half of the season of just four events sees a father son battle between 

Ian and Josh Veale for top spot in the red class, with Josh pipping his Dad by just one point, 

with Richard Sharp firmly in the chase in third. Blues sees Dave Webster leading from Mike 

Readings. Mike Salton leads the Red live class from Bob Packham, Michael Bratney the Blues 

and Darren Underwood leads the way in the Rookies.  

On a personal note, I now really miss it, I miss the characters, the banter, the early start, the 

Starbucks Tea stop, oh yes, the Starbucks Tea Stops. I look forward to a time that we can 

start competing again, it’s a very special form of motor sport, with a unique set of people, 

some more unique than others but it is a family and if there’s one thing we’ve learnt from 

this we need to now look after each other.  

Chairman’s 
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We don’t yet know how soon we’ll be able to trial again, and we don’t know what that 

might look like, or what the new norm will be, whether a courteous handshake will still be 

discouraged or even whether passengers will have to be from the same household. Time I’m 

sure will tell and there’s a lot of water to go under the bridge yet, many decisions will be 

made for us. 

Here’s hoping that I see you all back out on the hills again from September … and we can get 

back to trying to beat a Veale, the “Wright” way and with a “Sharp” eye. When I win, I know 

I’m going to have a “Beare”. 

Stuart Beare 
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What is BTRDA Council and how does it fit in with Sporting Trial? Most people think that the 

BTRDA run Sporting Trials in this Country, this perception is a widely held view that is far 

from the truth. Car Clubs like Northern Phoenix, Peterborough and Ross and District are the 

backbone of the sport they choose to hold sporting trials, they strive to give value for 

money, an enjoyable day’s competition and if possible return a modest profit. Any 

competitive event they stage is controlled by the MSUK via the Blue Book who set stringent 

rules and provide insurance for all competitors, passengers and any marshals who attend 

the event. 

BTRDA have no input into this process other than the provision of score cards and marshal’s 

cards. Many years ago, competitors thought it would be good to collate the results of the 

Clubs events into a Championship which eventually evolved into the BTRDA Gold Star Final. 

BTRDA formed a Trials Committee which set out the rules for the Championship many of 

which continue to this day. Stuart Beare is the current Chairman and heads a team of eleven 

drivers who make up the Committee. 

BTRDA has many Championships covering all aspects of motorsport, each discipline has a 

chairman and a committee, each committee chairman has a seat on the BTRDA Council 

which meets four times a year. Currently, the Chairman of the BTRDA Council is Steve 

Layton whose club organises one of our Championship trials. Council ensures that the 

committee runs the Championship in an appropriate manner with regards to club liaison, 

finance, training and technical standards, in short it polices everything the Committee does 

with regard to the Championship. It has no input into the Technical Regs and has no ability 

to award any penalties, it just runs a Championship. 

As you can see from the above the MSUK provide licenses and all the rules associated with 

cars and drivers, Clubs provide the events and the results from the trials which are then 

used by the BTRDA to create a Championship which is administered by the trials Committee, 

BTRDA Council then look over the shoulder of the Committee to ensure the Championship is 

run in an appropriate manner. 

Representation on all these Committees is taken from sporting trials drivers who feel they 

have the time and commitment to ensure that competitors compete on a level playing field 

Report 
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and most importantly have fun (please talk to any committee members if you want to join 

any committee). 

Richard Sharp and Josh Veale are members of the MSUK Trials Committee and provide the 

input to the MSUK from Clubs, BTRDA and drivers, they bring back decisions from the MSUK 

which flows through to Clubs and as members of the BTRDA Trials Committee, back to 

drivers. George Watson is a member of the Trials Committee, he is also the Club Liaison 

Officer and provides documentation and score cards to all Clubs. Julian Fack is a Committee 

member and a director of BTRDA Ltd which also adds to our input to the right committees. 

BTRDA Council are currently looking at ways in which they can provide more value for 

money for their Championship , one way has been to announce free entry into the Gold Star 

final for all registered cars, currently worth £45.00, this has been easy to do, however the 

trials committee are tasked with finding £1200.00  to cover all expenses, Tully’s 

Entertainment who sponsor the Championship have contributed a large sum this year but 

our training days will need to be well attended to cover the rest. 

Peter Fensom  
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Some of you will already know others won’t, the Motorsport UK Trials committee is made 

up of members from all the different trials disciplines governed by Motorsport UK and 

includes members from Car Trials, Vintage Trials (VSCC), Classis Trials (MCC & ACTC) and 

Sporting Trials which also covers Historic Sporting Trials (HSTA). 

Representing Sporting Trials is Josh Veale, Richard Sharp and Lindsay Burke. Duncan 

Stephens and Martyn Halliday are also on the committee with Martyn covering Historic 

Sporting Trials and Duncan, who has been a regular multi-disciplined competitor, brings his 

wealth of previous experience helping to contribute to sporting trials matters. As a group of 

representatives, we have nothing to do with the rules creation for Motorsport UK 

championship, other than providing practical on the ground guidance around how the rules 

work at events. We also voice any issues as a sport to a forum where they can be discussed 

and hopefully resolved with the governing body, who ultimately have the say on how and 

what happens. 

Simon Kingsley had been on the committee for several years and did an excellent job for the 

sport over that time and decided to step back this year. His input will be missed, and he 

must be thanked for all his contribution to this group over the years. Simons departure has 

made way for Richard Sharp to join the committee, who as a regular competitor with his 

very good engineering back ground, will be a very positive addition to the committee. 

With regards to sporting trials, the two main topics that were discussed were tyres and 

differentials. 

Tyres 

Motorsport UK has now added three new tyres onto our list, however, it’s important to note 

that we can only use the tyres that are in our championships and event regulations. With 

the Toyo 330 being a previously tested tyre, this has been added into our event and 

championship regulations. If for whatever reason these become difficult to obtain, we can 

then do more testing on the other tyres to then add them into the event and championship 

regs quickly. It can take Motorsport UK a long time to add tyres as it depends on the cycle of 

the blue book, amendment can only be made quickly on safety grounds or if there is 

problem that could cause a detrimental effect to the sport. Hopefully, the Toyo being 

Report 
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classified as a historic tyre means it isn’t affected by EU tyre regulations changes, this 

hopefully means it will stay as it is for longer and we won’t have the upheaval of having to 

test and change tyres - we keep our fingers crossed. 

Diffs 

Diffs were discussed at length (just for a change), but what was a nice change was it wasn’t 

sporting trials leading the conversation. Interestingly, the creation of Richards tester has 

seen the other disciplines now asking how the tester could be adapted to suit all manners of 

other cars, used in other forms of trialing. It seems we aren’t the only sport who have had 

issues. Richard has rightly received a huge amount of credit for what he has created and 

how he has worked with everyone to obtain over 80 tests with the vast majority passing. In 

the main the ones who didn’t pass, on inspection, found their diff showing signs of wear. 

This has been a positive side effect of the testing, as its saved people from potentially 

damaging an expensive part of the car. The next steps are how we move this forward, so 

that we keep trust in the sport, whilst not creating barriers preventing people from entering 

and taking part. 

Unfortunately, we have now all stopped trialing with this Covid-19 issue, but it was really 

encouraging and positive to see good entries to the first 4 national rounds, with a few new 

faces recently purchasing cars and starting their journey in sporting trials. 

Nick Pollitt (trials committee chairman) is currently working with all the chairs and 

executives at Motorsport UK to help get things in place to get motorsport back going again 

once restrictions are lifted and it’s acceptable to compete safely again. We are lucky in the 

fact that we are on our “summer holiday” until September so hopefully things will continue 

to improve, so that we can get back on the hills without further disruption to the season. 

If you have anything you want discussed at the next Motorsport UK meeting please don’t 

hesitate to contact one of us, so your point is raised. 
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HSTA 

I am pleased to be able to contribute historic sporting trial news to the new Clear Round. A 

few “modern” competitors are on my email list and so they should be up to date but, for 

those who have yet to find out what we are doing, I hope this is helpful. 

Brief history 

In 2011 I took a group of fellow historic racing drivers to Ian Wright’s to try trials driving. 

They loved it but only wanted to drive historic trials cars. From this meeting HSTA was 

formed and so began the mammoth task of finding old trials cars and convincing people, 

who had little or no previous connection with trials, they should join us. 

The first historic sporting trial took place in May 2012 at Long Compton. It was organised by 

a team from the Kentish Border Car Club led by 

HSTA founders, Ian Wright and I and encouraged 

by the greatly missed Monty Peters. We managed 

to persuade 26 competitors to bring out a variety 

of old sporting trials cars but what we did not 

expect was the large number of spectators.  

The trial turned into a great social event with 

many old trials friends meeting up for the first 

time in years. The organising team learnt a huge amount and after refinement it provided 

the model on which all historic sporting trials have been based. The principle is to have a 

Around the Clubs  
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social day out playing with old cars and not to take life or the event too seriously. That is not 

to say it is not competitive, it certainly can be but, because we do not have an official 

championship to chase, things can be more relaxed. To most of the historic racers, racing is 

their primary sport and trials something to do for fun, long may that continue.  

For those who have not been to one of our trials, or maybe came to a very early event 

please come and see what we do. The events have developed and driving an Historic class 

Cannon with 40 bhp and on hard cross-ply tyres at 5psi is not as easy as you would think. 

Our Post Historic cars (pre-1978) run on radials at 10psi and it is surprising how close the 

two classes are in the results. 

Our calendar has settled down to 7 trials a year. At some events we try to have an informal 

meal in a hotel or pub the night before with our main slightly more organised get together 

at the Aerodrome Hotel at Sywell near Northampton in February. 

Currently we have only managed one trial this year – that was held at Swell on the Sunday 

the 9th February on the day that Storm Ciara hit the country. Organised by the Veale family 

and the Midlands Trials Car Club the event went very well but the consensus was we only 

just got away with it!  

Like all motorsport we have no idea when we can resume but here are a few items of news.     

CAR SOS 

Some of our regular competitors will know the TV series Car SOS has been involved in 

restoring the ex-Eric Jackson “Goldfinger” Cannon for Dean Yarrington. It is a very sad story 

but has a happy ending. During the making of the programme the two presenters, Fuzz 

Townsend and Tim Shaw borrowed one of Ian Wright’s Cannons to take part in the Sywell 

Trial and acquitted themselves very well. The grand reveal took place at Shelsley Walsh 

supported by 14 historic sporting trial cars and their owners.  

It will be shown first on the TV subscription 

channel National Geographic on Thursday the 7th 

May (originally was to be the 16th April but now 

rescheduled) at 8pm but I understand that it will 

be repeated on TV Freeview More 4 much later, 

may be next year!  

Heritage Trial  

The idea behind the Heritage Trial is to see if 

there is enough support for a separate trial for very early sporting trial cars and post war 

specials that do not have fiddle brakes. To compete in our current historic sporting trials, 

fiddle brakes are a necessity which leaves the early cars at a disadvantage.  

The first Heritage Trial was to have been held on the 14th June 2020 at Crewkerne but has 

had to be POSTPONED due to the virus. The positive side was we had received over 30 

enquiries from owners of early trials cars including many Dellows, 4 Allards, one of the only 

two trials Bucklers ever made and several early trials specials with 1172 Ford sidevalve 
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engines on Austin 7 chassis’ etc. These cars will provide the basis for a very special day when 

we can look forward to seeing these cars in action. 

The only useful outcome from the postponement is that it gives people time to find and dig 

out these early cars from sheds and barns and spread the word that there will be an event 

aimed solely for these types of cars. Please pass on the attached details to anyone who may 

have a suitable car or may be interested. 

(Further details can be found on the BTRDA Sporting Trials Website - Editor) 

HSTA Website 

We have a new website under the domain name is www.historicsportingtrials.com . Hope 

you enjoy it. 

Northern Trial 

Mark Milne and Mark Busfield tell me plans for the Northern Historic Sporting Trial at 

Penrith on the 19th July are in place but whether we will be able to run the event appears to 

be very much in the lap of the Gods, the government and Motorsport UK. 

General 

If anyone wants to go on my HSTA email list, please email your contact details to me at: - 

Martyn_halliday@msn.com (there is an “underscore” between martyn and halliday) 

Looking forward to seeing you at a trial when action is resumed. 

Martyn Halliday (07739 464170) 

 

 

NPTCC 

2020 started with the Presentation Dinner which was a jolly gathering and an opportunity to 

hand Bryan Walker all the pots he’d won last year and congratulate him on his success at 

the Gold Star. 

The Edenhall Trophy Trial followed but rather than playing in the sand we all trooped up to 

the old site at Croglin where Richard Sharp left everyone else in his wake. He was the only 

one to get up Hill 5 during the morning and Hills 1 & 2 in the afternoon and won by a 

massive twenty points from Bryan and plenty more from everyone else. Finally, John Firth 

http://www.historicsportingtrials.com/
mailto:Martyn_halliday@msn.com
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deserves a mention for a fine effort. I’m sure that sentence 

will crop up again in future reports. 

Storms Ciara and Dennis scuppered the trials in February 

which brings us rapidly to Martin Grimwood’s weekend of 

trials at Edenhall. The weather was kind on both days, but 

the hills were a constant challenge. Richard Sharp took the 

Stuart Butterfield by only the slimmest of margins from Josh Veale on the Saturday. Ian 

Veale and John Fack shared the same score, but Ian took third place on ones. Josh had a 

clear win on the Sunday with John and Ian second and third. Mike Salton took the live axle 

award on both days with Bob Packham, who did not enter on the Saturday, just a point 

behind. 

Looking forward to better days. 

Rob Baxter 

 

The 750 Year So Far 

We had a great end / beginning of the year with our Plum Pudding Shakedown Trial at Head 

Down – it would appear that you can get 82 competitors out to a trial and with 14 hills 

spread out over the countryside we hardly knew each other was there.  Of course, it helped 

that the Historic guys liked to come out and play in big numbers but, apart from when we all 

returned to Parc ferme, you wouldn’t have known that there were 2 events taking place at 

the same time.  I believe we had a unique situation where we ended up with a 3-way tie for 

Historic winner with 3 competitors on 0 

and absolutely nothing to differentiate 

between them – hopefully Martyn 

Halliday won’t have that headache 

again… 

As some of you know, for 2020 we have 

introduced an incentive scheme for the 

wearing of helmets and you will have noticed several opinions aired, but at the end of the 

day it seems to have been generally well received so we will see how it pans out. 

Our first event of the year was at Halnaker Chalk Pit on the Goodwood Estate, some of you 

may well remember the site from its fairly regular use back in the late 80’s.  Sadly, some of 

the more interesting woody bits have disappeared under the weight of 4x4 usage over the 

years but we managed to get 6 hills out of one side of the pit and with its bizarre 

combination of mud, chalk and what can be best described as ooze it provides a wide 
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variety of changing and challenging surfaces.  As befits a chalk-based site it dries out quickly 

and by the end of the day we were running 10psi in the tyres (January don’t forget) and 

then typically for the last 10 minutes we had a shower – that certainly showed up those who 

can deal with a sudden complete change of surface.  At this event Phil Blagden revealed that 

we had won the BTRDA Trial of the Year award for 2019 and we must thank all of you who 

nominated us for the award, it was much appreciated by the team. 

Unfortunately, both the 750 events for February were lost to the weather with the event at 

Frocester being lost to the rain from Dennis and the event at Tulleys being lost to the wind 

from Ciara. 

Thankfully our next event, The Walsingham, went off without a hitch, the sun shone, the 

birds sang, and the wail of trials cars was heard echoing through the trees.  It turned out to 

be a Veale benefit event with Josh beating his dad by 1 point, 

the tweak of tyre pressures at lunchtime catching out a few 

unwary souls.  We have managed to secure a booking for 

January next year as I believe the Gold Star is provisionally 

scheduled for Head Down on January 16th 2021. 

As we are all aware, shortly after that the world turned 

upside down and we are now all twiddling our thumbs, 

dreaming up cunning new schemes to beat our closest rivals.  

You will have probably noticed some correspondence re pole 

colour on the Facebook pages and I can confirm that as/when we restart the 750 MC poles 

will be Yellow on the RIGHT and Blue on the LEFT, so hopefully everyone will be able to 

differentiate them from the trees and you will no longer have the excuse of ‘sorry guv, 

didn’t see them’ 

We are intending to have the club Training/Practice day on Sunday 6th September at Stuarts 

farm, so if anybody fancies a day out and wants to try their demon mods then it’s a good 

chance to see if they break before you use them in anger.  We normally only charge the cost 

of the permit to attend as those who are imparting their knowledge do it for free but there 

will not be any ‘free’ cars available to try unless someone fancies bringing a couple along for 

someone to have a go in. 

Let’s hope this all blows over by the Autumn and we are able to get back out in the woods 

having fun. 

Kevin Judd 

 


