INSIGHT: BTRDA DRIVE

by Sean Moriarty
Sporting Scene editor

thasbeenahecticfew
weeks for Graeme Jones,
thewinner of the MN/
BTRDA Drive
competition for 2009.

Joneswon aseason of freeclub
motorsportafter enteringa
competition run by MNand the
Motorsports Future arm of the
British Trial and Rally Drivers'
Association, Hisreward wasthe
use of the BTRDA-prepared
Nissan Micraand freeentry intoat
least six events.

Cardiff-based Jones isa trained
paramedicand hisenthusiasm for
clubmotorsport wasone of the
reasons he was selected in
February His passion was putto

thetest during a rollercoaster ride

he experienced in July and August.

The 32-year old took his first
podium, beat 2008 Drive winner
John Fox inahead-to-head battle
and was hailed a hero after coming
totherescueof astricken fellow
competitor Itallhappened in the
spaceof sixdizzying weeks—and
prior to that hehad never even
been toa grassroots event,

“Thefirstautosolo at Rugby was
an eye-openet,” hesays. “There
wasthe pressureof gettingitall
right, During the training day, if T
madeamistakeIwould geta
chance to improve, On theday of
theevent therearenosecond
chances, There was a feeling of
pressureand thata mistake would
be putdown to be the new boy, but I
don’tlikeexcuses,”

Hefinished third overall that day.

Beginner's luck? His second
outing at Gamecock Barracks near
Nuneaton on August 2would behis
day of reckoning, because he
would go upagainst Fox for the
firsttime.

Fox enjoyed hisseason atthe
wheel of the BTRDA Micraso
much that he returned for 2009 in
Thisown Citroén Saxo. Healready
won anautosolo at Bolton on June
28. Pitching the two Drive winners
head-to-head was an interesting
proposition, and Jones started well
onthe Loughborough Car Club-
runevent.

“The day at Gamecock Barracks
feltdifferent,” hesays. “There was
alot more competition and some
serious-looking vehicles. Atthe
breakIwas second inmy class. I
thenmarshalled afew tests [as
required by event regulations] and

A dirzying six weeks for MN’s prize driver

after watching the others and
comparinglines and approaches
with the ones Iwas taking, I felt
surelcould be faster”

Butan incident involving fellow
competitor Alice Franklin meant
Jones’ skills asa paramedic were
called upon. Franklin, who suffers
frommuscular dystrophy, hita
postinher Nissan Micra, Her
medical condition meant she
needed special care, soJones
sprang intoaction tohelp and got
thanksfromeventorganisers.

Thedelay meant he was thelast
competitor totackle the final three
testsand he didn't have much time
between runs to take stock of his
progress, He held on to record
seventh overall, two places ahead
of Fox,

“Twas pleased and disappointed
with thefinal result,” says Jones.

Jones smokes up the Nissan's tyres on his way to a podium

“Thope it proves my Rughy result
wasn'tafluke. If Thadachanceto
zetmy breath after dealing with
theaccident, the final overall

result could have been a class win,”

September will abusy month for
Jones, because he'll be behind the
wheelof the BTRDA Micra twice
infour weeks and compete in two

| disciplines (albeitones that havea
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fairbit in common with each
other).

On September 6 he willenter the
Loughborough Autotest, which
will be the only time he'll try his
hand atthediscipline this year.

Then on September 27 he'llhe
back onmore familiar territory for
the Ross Autosoloat Tewkesbury,
in Gloucestershire. ll




