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President’s Notes

The 75th Anniversary Celebration of the BTRDA will take place on

SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2013

We have been very busy over the last few months looking at various combinations of sporting
venues and hotels with sufficient banqueting capacity, and have now finalised most of the
details for this very special anniversary for our Association, and of course we want to see as
many members both past and present at the event.

It is anticipated that several sporting events will be organised during the day, which should
allow members to compete in all of our disciplines for fun and may be even for a trophy or two.

Two venues have been hired for the day. Catton Park near Alrewas in Staffordshire will be
well known by many in Car Trials as a championship venue.  It is a beautiful property and we
will have Sporting Trials, Car Trials and may be a Grass Autotest during the day with catering
and a marquee just in case it rains.  A few miles down the road is the Curborough Sprint
Course.  Our Autotest and AutoSolo competitors will know this site well, as well as a few of
our rally members since Curborough has been used in the past two years by the British Rally
Championship to launch their series.  We hope to organise an event for rally and rallycross
members. and of course an Autotest/Solo event.  Catering will be arranged during the day.

At about 4.00p.m .the events will end so that we can all move some 10/15 miles down the
road to Drayton Manor Park for our anniversary dinner. Drayton Manor Park has recently
opened a new hotel where we have arranged accommodation and we shall be using their
Tower Ballroom for the 75th dinner.  Further details, including an indication of prices, will be
sent out in our next BTRDA News in September.  In the meantime can I ask you to make a big
note in next year’s diary so that you don’t forget the date.

SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2013

We are about mid term for our championships, except Sporting Trials who are on their
summer holidays, and generally they are all doing very well.  Both our Rally Series are doing
exceptionally well and I am enjoying the coverage of both Forest and Asphalt Championships
on Motors TV.

Finally I must say a very well done to Mike Stephens who came out of retirement in early June
to compete on the Wyre Forest Car Trial in his son’s car and won outright showing you never
lose the skill of winning.  A tremendous result.

Mike Broad
56 Heritage Court, Lichfield, Staffs. WS14 9ST
Email: mike.broad@live.co.uk
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COLE’S HAT-TRICK ON THE CARDS!…
Having won the MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship title for the past two years,
Damian Cole has returned in 2012 with the
avowed intention of becoming only the second
person in the series’ 30-year history to take a
hat-trick of wins. A maximum points score on
the Jim Clark National Rally moved him to the
top of the points table and, then, an outright win
on the Rally of the Midlands extended his
advantage slightly further.
Now joint sponsor of the Championship through
his Get Connected concern, Cole is trying to
emulate Pete Doughty who claimed the title
back in 1994, 1995 & 1996. Strange as it may
seem, John Price’s 12 Championship victories
came in ones and twos – he never managed to
take three on the bounce and, consequently,
Damian has set himself quite a target this year!
After the first four rounds, the leader’s nearest
rival is 2007 MSA Asphalt Champion Steve
Simpson whose Subaru Impreza WRC finished
just behind Cole on both the Jim Clark and
Midlands Rallies. Utilising the services of three
different co-drivers for each of the first three
events, Cole finds himself alone at the top of
the Drivers’ table while Patrick Walsh
(Simpson) leads the Co-drivers’ category.
However, after the first couple of rounds, both
the above mentioned drivers were trailing in the
wake of 2009 Champion Melvyn Evans who,
with Aled Davies firmly ensconced in the co-
driver’s seat of his Impreza WRC, had won
both the Tour of Epynt and Manx National
Rallies outright. Then, it all went wrong on the
Jim Clark… Without warning, Melvyn
dislocated his shoulder and, although he
managed to ‘replace’ it himself at the end of the
stage, when it happened again later in the day,
he wisely decided to retire. At the time of
writing, it is expected that he will reappear in
Ireland for the ALMC Stages and, with five
events to go, there is still plenty of time for him
to reassert his early supremacy. However,
Damian Cole will obviously have other ideas on
that score!...
Championship newcomers Paul Bird & Kirsty
Riddick were present on the first couple of
rounds in their Focus WRC. Strangers to the

Epynt Ranges, they put in a workmanlike
performance to come away with 6th place and
then headed for the Isle of Man to an event
they won outright in both 2009 and 2010. On
the day, they couldn’t quite live with Evans but,
nevertheless, took a creditable 2nd overall and
the accompanying points. Absent from the Jim
Clark due to a prior engagement on Rally
Barbados – which they won! – we now await
news of their next appearance in the
Championship.
Following Rally of the Midlands, Rob Tout/Dan
Holley move into the Top Six overall in their
Group N Mitsubishi Lancer EVO9, having
already carved out a comfortable lead in Class
N4.
John Indri, who became a firm favourite of the
Championship last year when he took his
Darrian T90 GTR to 3rd overall in the final
points table, is currently having a season to
forget! Fifth overall, behind four World Rally
Cars, after the Manx National, the Langham
driver was then involved in a potentially very
nasty incident at the refuel zone on the Jim
Clark Rally. Thankfully, although shocked, no-
one was injured but the hitherto pristine ‘yellow
peril’ was covered from stem to stern in fire-
retardant foam and powder, necessitating a
complete strip down and rebuild before it is
back in action once again. For Rally of the
Midlands, John arranged to hire Simon
Mauger’s Escort MkII and was running as high
as 4th overall before transmission trouble put
him out.
In spite of his traumas, Indri still leads the
Millington Darrian Challenge, joining the Escort
Challenge which proved such a success in its
inaugural year in 2011. However, Washington
James’ 3rd overall on Rally of the Midlands
keeps the pressure on the leader as the trip
across to Ireland for the ALMC Stages
beckons.
Meanwhile, the Millington Escort Challenge is
going from strength to strength. A dozen
drivers have, so far, scored points and, after a
good run to 13th overall on Rally of the
Midlands, the Tappins, Kevin & Charles, find
themselves leading the pursuing pack but they
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will be in no doubt that there is considerable
work to be done if this situation is to be extant
at the end of the season.
For much of the time, the AB Motorsport
Peugeot 205 Challenge has been a straight
fight between Craig Jose/Nigel Hewett and Tim
Daltry/Emma Morrison, with a first-stage
accident in the Midlands not doing the latter’s
efforts much good at all! They will also have to
keep an eye out for Kev Harbour/Dave
Tortoishell who opened their account on the
same event.
Matt Beebe’s domination of the FWD
Challenge took a knock on his ‘home’ event,
Rally of the Midlands – he lives in Nuneaton…
Having already suffered the indignity of a
broken driveshaft, and the resultant time loss,
his MG ZR caught fire after a heavy landing….
However, he and Paula Swinscoe had built up
such a lead on the first three rounds that they
head to Ireland still ahead of the pack.
The ‘Front-Wheel Drivers’ are still chasing John
Indri but obviously, with two DNFs in the mix,
his domination has been severely curbed.
Washington James (Darrian T90), Richard
Felgate (BMW M3) and Ian Copping (Ford

Fiesta RWD) are the ones he needs to pay
most attention to.
With registrations for the MSA Asphalt
Championship closing in mid July, the number
of people already signed up has long since hit
the 200-mark – a further increase on the
phenomenally successful 2011 – and the TV
coverage continues to be a major source of
interest. Wayne Goldring and his team from
‘Special Stage’ are doing a grand job of
recording the action for subsequent broadcast
on Motors TV.
Further details of the REIS – Get Connected
MSA Asphalt Rally Championship are available
from the Co-ordinator :

Andrew Haill – Tel : 0121 313 1416
E-mail : andrew.haill@btconnect.com

OR
By visiting the Championship website :

www.asphaltrallying.com
ANDREW HAILL

REIS MSA Asphalt Rally Championship

Drivers Co-Drivers
1 Damian Cole 92 1 Patrick Walsh 87
2 Stephen Simpson 81 2 Aled Davies 50
3 Melvyn Evans 50 3 James Morgan 45
4 Paul Bird 39 4 Daniel Holley 44
5 Rob Trout 39 5 Kirsty Riddick 41

FWD Challenge
1 Matt Beebe 42 1 Paula Swinscoe 42
2 Alex Laffey 35 2 Jack Morton 41

RWD Challenge
1 John Indri 30 1 Mark Mason 34
2 Richard Felgate 28 2 David Rowley 32

Millington Escort Challenge
1 Kevin Tappin 19 1 Charles Tappin 24
2 Paul Swift 17 2= Ian Meakin 15

2= Alan Jones 15
2= Julian Doroszczuk 15
2= Tony Jones 15



MSA Asphalt Rally Championship

Page 4 www.btrda.com

Chris Wheeler/Yan Griffiths

Melvyn Evans/Aled Davies

Damian Cole/James Morgan

James Belton/Mark Glennerster

Paul Rees/Mark Temple

Nigel & Michaela Cannel

All Photos courtesy of
‘ralliphotowales’
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Jubilee Weekend
The Irish Experience of Autotest and Rallycross Events.

When it was announced that the Inter-
Association Autotest was going to be held at
Portrush, on the north coast if Ireland, my
attendance was never in doubt. The Mini
Special was in good shape, having been
repaired over the winter, and the first couple of
championship events completed.
That there were going to be two MDA
Rallycross events at Nutts Corner over the
same weekend just added to the attraction of
being there. Then Bill Skermer asked if he
could come over with me and share the costs,
no problem.
Of course, nothing is ever that easy, and whilst
Richard Pinkney was busy persuading people
to go over to the autotest, and I was talking
Nicky Moffitt into arranging attractive rates on
the ferries for both autotest and rallycross
crews, there were more championship
autotests to do.
Warwickshire Drivers’ event at Rugby saw the
Mini finish with virtually no oil pressure, even at
high revs, and it was loaded onto the trailer
with a sigh of relief. The timescale for Ireland
seemed alright, so the engine was taken out
and hastily stripped for examination. Ireland
was still 6 weeks away, but Wolverhampton’s
event was just a fortnight away, and last year’s
engine was still on the garage floor…no, it’s in
the car, but it wouldn’t start, not even on jump
leads, which lead to another starter motor, and
an engine sounding as sweet as when I took it
out last year. That finished the Wolverhampton
event with a gearbox that sounded just like an
Escort ZF box in neutral, which it shouldn’t!
Oh, and the news about the first engine, it
needs a new crank, with the old centre main
bearing looking more like a rough casting. Any
thoughts of competing in Ireland are
abandoned, we’ll go for the Guinness.
We left the Midlands on a grey and damp
morning, but once we were travelling north on
the M6 the clouds lifted and the sun began
appearing with every mile, and with no
evidence of holiday Friday traffic spoiling
things, we pressed on. Tea and cake was
taken at Gatehouse of Fleet, and we arrived at
the new Stena ferry terminal at Cairnryan in
good time to join Richard Pinkney, Keith

Walton, Dave Evans, and Paul Fobister for the
crossing. The trip up to Portrush passed
without drama, though it seemed that Richard
lead us through all the back streets before
finding the hotel on the coast road between
Portrush and Portstewart, unbeknown to us, on
part of the North West 200 motor cycle circuit.
Quite a good, recently opened hotel, we shared
a suite with Dave and Paul, and the first
Guinness didn’t quite touch the sides. Dinner
was a superb bar meal, with introductions all
round to various Northern Ireland autotesting
legends, and the girl who now owns and runs
the hotel, tomorrow’s event looms large.
Breakfast is consumed at an orderly pace, and
we travel just half a mile down the main road
(race circuit), to the paddock car park, where
four tests are laid out, and three people
immediately offer me a car to drive. I escape
the temptation, and volunteer to marshal on
one of the tests in the company of Harold
Hassard, a sublime gentleman who used to
autotest in a Nissan Sunny, which he still has,
to devastating effect. Before the event starts,
there are teams to sort out. Richard has
seconded Paul Fobister and that well known
Geordie, David Thompson, into the North East
and Cumbria team, and we persuade Davy
Boyce to join Rob Rolston and Dave Evans in
the West Midlands team. Northern Ireland
already have two teams nominated, so Steve
Morten, Ian and Chris Chapman (all three have
come overnight from Liverpool), and Keith
Walton join local men Trevor Ferguson and
Gilmore Magee to form two “all sports car”
teams for the North and North Western
associations. Suffice to say that the mainland
teams brought up the rear, except for the North
East team who superbly finished second
overall, despite Richard collecting a maximum
(broken axle) on the very last test he did.
Bill and I were then invited to a trip round the
whole North West 200 race circuit, all on public
roads, by Nicky Moffitt and Harold Hassard, in
Harold’s BMW 740. Essentially a triangular
circuit, Portrush to Portstewart, southeast down
the A2 to the A29 and back up to Portrush to
go through the back of the town and down the
coast road, they remove all the small
pedestrian islands and middle of the road
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lighting posts, and go the wrong way round the
big traffic islands! Despite the A2 and A29
being main roads, they are by no means
smooth to the BMW, but the bikes recorded
over 205 mph on the run back to Portrush.
Enough, there’s an evening meal and prize
presentation to get to, including some awards
from the Whitchurch event on the previous
weekend, where the usual banter takes place
over several Guinness, and someone is kind
enough to pay for the “overseas visitors”. Most
of us retire to the bar, Dave and Paul are
treated to the tour of the North West 200, and
Steve, Ian and Chris all depart for the return
overnight ferry to Liverpool.
Sunday morning saw an early breakfast, for Bill
and I were club stewards on the rallycross
meeting at Nutts Corner. The beginning of the
journey was naturally down the race circuit, at
something like only a third the speed of the
bikes, even on a Sunday. Ballymena, Antrim,
and the airport road are all well known to me,
and we arrived in good time, just an hour and a
quarter, to meet Rod Stanniland, Tony
Richardson, and Mike Yates, and sign on.
Familiar, friendly local faces are all around,
including scrutineers and marshals, and the
MSA Steward Nigel Hughes, who I’ve worked
with before on the Isle of Man. This was the
first time that the circuit had run a rallycross for
some time, having undergone a fair amount of
re-development, and there were a few rough
edges to trim, mostly around the gravel to
asphalt transition at the back of the paddock
Brooms and shovels to the fore, it seemed that
most mechanics and drivers spent a good deal
of time replacing the stone and gravel after
each race. Bill spent most of the time touring
the paddock, dishing out sponsors decals,
signing people up to the championship, and
generally liaising, whilst I spent the time talking
to a whole host of people who could influence
motorsport in the future, it remains to be seen!
Several people spoke to Bill and myself, and
others, about the day. The lack of a water
bowser, lap scoring, the rough bits, lack of
results, were all valid comments which we all
thought could be improved for Monday’s racing.
That man Harold Hassard had appeared again
during the day, and invited Bill and I back to his
house in Carryduff for the evening, where we
duly arrived, but only after having explored the
Dundrod race circuit, just a few miles south

east of Nutts Corner. Nicky Moffitt had marked
the route on my Ordnance Survey maps, so off
we went. Ten kilometres of typical Irish roads,
some narrow with high banks, some wide
straight roads swooping downhill to river
crossings and back uphill to sweep left or right
over blind brows, and a vicious downhill hairpin
right junction, reminiscent of the junction just up
from Dixies on Eppynt. Quick enough in the
Subaru when the road was open to traffic, I
imagine it’s mind blowing in a sports racing car,
let alone on a bike!
Our late arrival at Harold’s determined that tea
would be a quick takeaway from the town, but
eaten in the kitchen of a house that I could only
describe as sumptuous. Set in lawned
grounds, and surrounded by tall hedges and
embankments, it is every inch a gentleman’s
residence. Having taken tea, we were invited
to visit the garages. Suffice to say that both Bill
and I were amazed at some of the vehicles we
saw. Not just cars, but tractors of various
sizes, hydraulic excavators, farm trailers, etc. I
remembered Harold running as course car on
the Circuit of Ireland, or was it the Ulster, in a
Mercedes Cosworth 16v, that’s in there, as well
as a Mini Automatic and a Mini Convertible (the
BMC variety). The climax of the tour was
surely the Ferrari California. Both Bill and I
were treated to a ride up the road in the beast
(it was now dark and damp), and the noise,
acceleration, speed, smell and feel of the car
were phenomenal, no other word exists.
Suffice to say that it was nearly midnight before
we left for our hotel in Antrim, with big, smug
grins across our faces, and our everlasting
thanks to Harold and Sarah.
Monday dawned in bright sunshine, and the trip
to the circuit was easy enough. Bill resolved to
continue touring the paddock, but I volunteered
to act as lap scorer for the flag man on the start
and finish line, and to run (it’s a figure of
speech) back and forth with the time sheets
from the timekeepers hut. Arrangements had
been made with the water bowser driver, a
tractor and griddle device had a driver, shovels
and brooms were  present and it promised to
be a better day all round. Eight practice
sessions, 27 heats, and 8 finals later, the
meeting finished with some competitors able to
leave for the evening boat, a crowded awards
presentation, and a sense of an enjoyable, full,
weekend’s motorsport.
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Dinner that evening was in the restaurant next
to the hotel, and another leisurely breakfast
was enjoyed before the run down to Belfast
and the ferry home. A very suspicious ticket
man wanted to know where the trailer was
(having booked the all inclusive deal ), but we
carried on regardless. Luck would have it on
arrival at Cairnryan that we were in the first line
of traffic let off the boat, and with plenty of fuel
left, charged on at a reasonable pace for home,
stopping only at Sandbach, fuel for the Subaru
and the loo for us. Needless to say, the further

south we got, the worse the weather became,
and only on Wednesday did we become aware
of just what a miserable weekend it had been
for the Jubilee celebrations. I think we got the
best of the weekend, all round. And a ride
in a Ferrari.
Now you know why I love going to Ireland for
motorsport weekends.
With thanks to Bill Skermer for his company.

Mike Sones.

Craig Lomax Gary Cook

Shelley Wakeling

Scenes from Nutts Corner
Photos: Bill Skermer
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Racing at Nutts Corner 3rd & 4th June

‘We're going to Ireland! What do you mean
we're going to Ireland’? When, and how much
is that going to cost?’ was the response from
my partner and I am sure it was the same for a
lot of people when they told their other halves
that the 3rd and 4th rounds of the Clubman's
Rallycross Championship were taking place at
Nutts Corner in Northern Ireland.
We would not make a decision to go until after
the round at Knockhill had been completed.
Costs needed to be worked out for a two day
meeting, could we afford it? How much for fuel
to get there and back? Food and drink on top,
and then having to work out what ferry to take
was the next decision.  But at least there was a
discounted deal to be had as promised by the
organisers.
The day before, Suzanne packs the van with all
the supplies for the weekend and makes the
sandwiches for the journey, I decide if I need to
take any extra spares.
An early start for us but others have had an
even earlier start, some people even went the
day before. We pick the car up from work and
set off then get the bombshell ‘I’ve left the
cheese in the fridge’…..we stop at the services
for a coffee break but no cheese in the shop.
We carry on with a steady drive on time for the
3.30pm ferry and came across Barry Dutton
and wife in a lay-by, so we stop to make sure
they are ok. Fine now but tells us how they
had broken down earlier in the day when he
was aiming for the morning ferry but then had
to wait for the RAC to repair his van. We
proceeded in a mini convoy to the ferry where
Barry turns into P&O docks...we couldn’t be
sure that this was intentional as we were
booked on Stena Line... we checked in and
Barry arrived shortly after! After a good
crossing we decided on the best route to Nutts
Corner, stop at a garage and this time find
some cheese!
We arrived at the circuit 12 hours from the off
and are greeted by some of the Suzuki swift
guys who came over to air their concerns over
the condition of the track. Standing there
holding ‘boulders’ it was quickly apparent that a

team effort in removing the majority of these
was necessary in order to make for safe racing.
Everyone ‘chipped in’ putting stones into
wheelie bins, Darren Scott hopped into the
tractor to help grade it and barriers were moved
to optimum positions.
Everyone is weary after the long day travelling
and tend to retire quite early on Saturday night.
The weather throughout the night was pretty
awful with temperatures dropping and very
strong winds keeping us awake. In the
morning the paddock was a mini scene of
devastation. The Suzuki Swift awnings had
mostly collapsed and taken off and our own
had collapsed to half the original height.
Sunday comes and we are still a bit worried
whether the windscreen will survive the
weekend, we go out for practice without a clue
where the track goes and find it to be very
loose, twisty, dusty and narrow.
We find that the heats are to be split to help
with the dust as there was no water for the day
and to help to keep cars racing on day 2. The
Irish Supermodifieds are to run separately from
the English much to our relief!
The racing was tricky in the dust as British
Championship regular Michael Boak had come
out to play in his Audi and was way ahead in a
different class, so that left me in my MGZR
having a battle with John Clayton in the BMW
for 2nd place (placing me 1st Modified in the
Clubman's Championship), a good final ensued
with Boak winning from me then John. The
good news was the windscreen was in one
piece.
That night we had a good time with some of the
super mod guys and girls and I was waiting for
the "my head hurts" the next day. Monday and
a new challenge: Boak was going to play with
the Irish which meant I was up against my
regular sparring partner, Gary Simpson who
was back in the BMW he shares with John.
Brian Jukes was racing his brother’s Stock
Hatch as his Seat was broken. Shelly
Wakeling was in her Mini, Barry Dutton was in
the Megane and Dave Ewin competing in his
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Fiesta. The track had now been watered so no
dust meant visibility was much improved.
Heats were tough then on to the Supermodified
final where the start was going to be crucial. I
led into the 1st corner with Gary chasing hard
on the first lap. On lap three with waved
yellows I noticed Gary was not behind me and
Shelly (aka Girl Gary since the Top Gear RX)
was in the gravel. I felt the car sliding before I
was aware of the oil on the track, saw Gary
pulled over on the infield and Brian driving
round slowly. The race finished amidst
confusion. Red flags had been waved but only
momentarily and in error; however, waved they
were . A re-run was called for but as Gary had
cracked his sump and it was his oil that was all

over the track through the chicane, so only 4
cars were participating. A sensible drive was
had by all, Dave came fourth, Barry got his
Podium place for 3rd place, Brian was 2nd and I
managed to clinch 1st.
We had decided 2 nights sleeping in the van
enough so for Monday I booked a hotel. After
a breakfast we made our way for the 11.30
ferry and another good crossing preceded the
long journey home where we eventually arrived
at 9.00pm to a luke warm reception from our
two cats!
I am looking forward to the rest of the years 1
day race meetings though!
Gary Cook, Modified.

Clubmans Championship In association with
Autosport International and Edwardes Bros

Total
Points R1 R2 R3 R4

Mini Cross
1 Richard Wakeling 106 25 24 27 30
2 Todd Crooks 78 23 30 25
3 Mark O'Flanagan 52 25 27
4 Tommi Edwardes 51 30 21
5 John Thacker 27 27

Stock Hatch
1 Craig Lomax 114 30 24 30 30
2 Paul Maybourne 81 27 27 27
3 Trevor Brown 71 21 25 25
4 Mark Bright 25 25
5 Nick Potter 23 23

Supermodified
1 Gary Cook 90 30 30 30
2 Barry Dutton 88 17 23 23 25
3 Brian Jukes 81 27 27 27
4 Garry Simpson 49 30 19
5 Ian Biaggi 48 23 25
6 Dave Ewin 44 21 23
7 John Clayton 27 27
8 Russell Crampton 25 25
9 Ash Davies 21 21

10 Jim Black 21 21
11 Richard Moore 19 19
12 Rick May 18 18

Your Assistance
is Required!!!

From time to time all
our BTRDA
committees require
NEW members to
assist in the
administration of our
Nationally recognised
prestigious
Championships.  You
do not have to be a
current  competitor to
be on committee.
You can contact any
committee member or
Council member to
log your interest.
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2012 BTRDA demon tweeks Direct Autotest Championships
Provisional Results after Round 7 CSMA at Milton Keynes

Gold Star
1 Richard Pinkney Caterham 7 98
2 Dave Evans Blitz 78
3 Steven Ferguson Mini Special 1380 78
4 David Thompson Nova 1600 71
5 Lee Valentine Nova 1600 70
6 Steve Morten RAW Striker 65
7 Mark King Nova 1600 64
8 Ian Chapman Riot 56
9 Chris Chapman Striker 52
10 Stuart Perren Retrotester 48

Silver Star
1 Rob Rolston Mini 44
2 David Fox Mini 43
3 Lee Valentine Nova 40
4 Lloyd Bass Nova 37
5 Anthony Preston Mini 37

Bronze Star
1 Paul Mooney Nova 17
2 Richard Nel Westfield 15
3 Martin Burn Nova 15
4 Steven Haigh Mini Special 14
5 Helen Perren Retrotester 12

Class A
1 Rob Rolston Mini 44
2 David Fox Mini 43
3 Anthony Preston Mini 37
4 Brian Bridge Mini 1098 36
5 Bob Budd Mini 23

Class B
1 Lee Valentine Nova 1600 42
2 Lloyd Bass Nova 1600 39
3 David Thompson Nova 1600 39
4 Mark King Nova 1600 36
5 Richard Bass Nova 1600 19

Class C
1 Richard Pinkney Caterham 7 1600 50
2 Steve Morten RAW Striker 39
3 Ian Chapman Riot 36
4 Chris Chapman Striker 33
5 Keith Walton Locost KW7 32

Class D
1 Dave Evans Blitz 2000 44
2 Steven Ferguson Mini Special 1380 40
3 Stuart Perren Retrotester 30
4 Paul Fobister Haigh Special 29
5 Mike Sones Mini Special 1380 25

Class E
1 Brian Sharpe Charade GTI 1295 46
2 Kevin Hardwick Peugeot 205xs 30
3 Jamie Yapp Nova 1300 10
4 Richard Yapp Nova 1300 8

Class H
1 David Thompson Nova 1600 39
2 Mark King Nova 1600 35
3 Chris Chapman Striker 33
4 Toby Cook Micra 21
5 Paul Mooney Nova 1600 17

Class L
1 Helen Perren Retrotester 1700 30
2 Steph Carey Nova 10
3 Clair Chambers Buggy 9

Class J
1 Dave Evans Blitz 2000 98
2 Ian Chapman Riot 85
3 Paul Fobister Haigh Special 73
4 Stuart Perren Retrotester 72
5 Mike Biss Striker 71

From the Hot Seat
As someone said to me last week, only the
British could move a Bank Holiday back a week
to ensure bad weather!  Still it seems to have
stayed dry for the Inter Association Autotests in
Portrush, which saw a good contingent of
BTRDA Championship contenders cross the
water for the craic. Unfortunately this appears
to have had a detrimental effect on Round 6 of
our Championship due the following weekend,
organised by the Maidstone Mafia, who were
forced to cancel their event due to a lack of
entries.  To quote Dave Cook “By cancelling

tonight I have saved the cost of the venue, the
evening dog racing, van hire, crowd barrier
hire, road sweeper, and plant to clear the
venue and I don’t have to hand deliver 200
leaflets Friday am, persuade 30 people to
come and marshal, or have an extra 3 days
leave – Oh and I’m suddenly not a mad axe
murderer!!” (always had my suspicions about
the last bit!).  This just shows the huge amount
of effort and cost that goes into running an
event and the importance of “GETTING YOUR
ENTRY IN EARLY”! I understand that
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everyone wants to know that the car has
survived the previous event (and this year
many have not) but most organisers will refund
the cost of the entry in full if notified in good
time, so it is no excuse. Sorry to start with a
rant, but, we rely on Clubs to organise the
rounds of our Championship and, if they do not
get your support, we will lose them.
Now for the good news, we have had some
cracking competition at the events that have
run so far. Hereford’s Foxley event saw a good
entry, including the Irish contingent, who, as at
Hagley, took away much of the silverware, and
ran in good weather. Warwickshire Drivers had
a depleted entry, no Irish to the delight of
Richard Pinkney, but tight competition and
good weather. The entry at Wolverhampton &
South Staffs was a little better and again the
sun shone.  The newest event to the
Championship, Whitchurch Motor Club,
attracted a good entry, including 3 Irishmen,
and it was a positively hot sunny day, on what
should have been the Bank Holiday weekend

(can you see a pattern developing here, it will
probably snow at the next few events!). – I lied
dry and sunny for CSMA NE London’s Juniper
event, although the number of entries was
disappointing, but a brilliant win for Richard
Pinkney against stiff Irish opposition.
As mentioned earlier there were several
breakages early in the season, which have
temporally reduced our numbers, including
Roger Holder and Martin MacKenzie with
engine issues, but Richard Pinkney appears to
destroy at least 2 gearboxes on every event
and still, according to our trainee scorer, lead
the Gold Star due to some very slick work on
the car between tests.  One other notable
absentee since Foxley has been Alastair
Moffatt, due to ill health, we wish him a speedy
recovery, as he is greatly missed on the circuit
and must be driving Gemma mad by now.

Steve Layton

FROM THE PITS
It must have been me talking about the hot
weather at Curborough that has resulted in the
UK going from drought to drenching. So, for

the rest of 2012 – no talk of the weather! The
only whether to be discussed is whether it will
be Steven Ferguson or Richard Pinkney who

will be the 2012 demon tweeks Direct BTRDA
Gold Star Autotest champion? At the midpoint
of the season Richard has more points on the

list, having done all 6 rounds,
but Steven has the same
number of FTDs at 3. Steven
did have a gearbox break at
the CSMA event at the Milton
Keynes Dons football stadium
car park which shows that mini
boxes can be equally as likely
to break as Caterham 7
gearboxes, of which Richard
has much experience of
changing over the years.
It’s always pleasing to a new
event in the series and for
2012 it is good to welcome the
Whitchurch MC with their
Firefly event at the end of May.
It was run by experienced
competitors Helen Perren as

sec of meeting and husband Stuart Perren as
C of C.  No wonder it got a good report at the
last BTRDA Autotest committee. It is definitely

Richard Pinkney
Photo: Bill Skermer
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a fact that active competitors tend to put on the
best events. I said “tend” as there was one
occasion several years ago when a competitor
running his first event as clerk of course put on
such a difficult set of tests that it took 5
competitors before anybody go the first one
right.  Talk about knit one pearl one (for those
who don’t do knitting, including me – I think
they are stitches forwards and backwards!) it
was on and off ten different lines ten times in a
more random order than the knit one pearl one
used for a scarf. However, the same event is
now one of the best in the series.  I suppose I
can include myself as a “tend” as at an even
longer time ago I came up with the, what I
thought of at the time, brilliant idea of having a
long curved line as a stop astride which if you
got it right lined you up for the next manoeuvre.
The only manoeuvre that did happen was a
certain champion bent my ear so much that I
never did CoC on a BTRDA round again.
Stuart definitely didn’t have the same problems
at the Market Drayton Livestock market and we
all wish him and the team at Whitchurch MC
well for many more years of good events.
Whilst the Whitchurch event was a highlight of
the first half of the season there was a bit of
gloom in the south east when the Maidstone &
Mid Kent event at Sittingbourne dog track (no,
no on the track – on the car parks!) had to be
cancelled due to a low entry. It was part of the

double header weekend with the CSMA which
thankfully ran. It’s difficult to put an exact
reason for the low entry; the week after an
expense trip to the Inter Association event in
Northern Ireland? a long way to travel for many
competitors?  the growing habit of entering at
the last minute? the general lack of finances
for many of us? ……… I’m sure there will be
many more different reasons added at the next
BTRDA committee meeting.  I do recall that
when a similar situation was likely to occur
some time ago it was agreed that the BTRDA
Autotest committee would use some of their
reserves to ensure that event ran. I will have to
have a look at the old minutes which were
written on tablets of stone, or was it papyrus, in
those days!
There was a full entry at the Brooklands Double
Twelve event run by the VSCC which I had the
pleasure of attending yesterday. The double
twelve bit refers to the event at Brooklands
more than 80 years when instead of having a
24 hour race, to keep the local residents happy
they ran two twelve hour events on successive
days during daylight. Nice to know that PR
was even a problem in the 1920’s! However,
the events now are a Speed Trial on the
Mercedes track and a “Driving Concours”. The
latter event intrigued me as there were 8 tests
drawn out in the programme with a compulsory
passenger and then a concours event on the

second day. The tests
included a run up the Test
Hill, stop astride and then on
to the finish line. I’m afraid
some cars didn’t even make it
up the hill and then some
drivers didn’t have the
foggiest idea where their front
wheels were for the stop
astride and then some
passengers didn’t even
remind their driver to stop at
the finish line – off they went
into the track which led to the
tests on the banking! And
then the straight bit didn’t
really comply with the layout
for a PCA. However, the
event probably had a special

Paul Fobister
Photo: Bill Skermer
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permit from the MSA. But then, my sideways
thoughts went to having an autotest event with
a concours at the end. I wonder who would win
that type of event amongst the current BTRDA
autotest competitors?
With all the talk about events we must not
forget it is the competitor who is important and
the 56 entrants in the 2012 BTRDA Autotest
championship have been doing their best to be
competitive. At the half way point in the
season in the classes there is only Richard
Pinkney who has a maximum 50 points in the
sports car class whilst Steve Ferguson does
have 4 maximum scores in the specials class

from his 4 events. At the end of the year it will
be the best 8 scores which count (assuming
hopefully that they all run!) with a maximum of
5 scores from any one half. It does mean there
is plenty of time for Steven to not only win the
class but to win the Gold Star overall if he can
notch up 4 overall wins. The only other
competitor who has won each time out is Helen
Perren in the ladies class but she has only
been out for 3 events.
So, all looks set for a good second half of the
season, provided that thing called the Olympics
doesn’t put people off entering events.

Peter Cox

Paul Mooney                  Photo: Bill Skermer

David Evans at Whitchurch
Photo: Steve Layton
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Going SOLO
The idea of introducing the GBS Kit Spares
AutoSOLO Championship has always been to
give the more experienced competitor
somewhere to move up to after learning their
craft in the Clubmans level events, but I did not
expect an example of this to occur half way
through the first season.  Xavier Brooke, having
very convincingly scored a maximum 60 points,
prior to the Final of the AutoSOLO Challenge,
has acquired a Competition license and
registered for the Championship to see how he
fares in the remaining rounds. Theoretically he
could win both, but I am sure that the likes of
Kevin Belcher, Ian Harrison and John Fox, not

to mention Ben Heggs will have other ideas. In
the meantime the other Challenge competitors
have plenty of time and events to catch him up
by the Final in November.
As hoped the Championship has proved to be
popular as, with only 5 rounds completed, 17 of
the 20 registered contenders have scored
points. Similarly 9 out of 11 have scored in the
Challenge and, with another 11 qualifying
rounds to be completed; there is still plenty of
time for new registrations.

Steve Layton

BTRDA Newcomers Autosolo Challenge 2012 Provisional Scores
To 9th June

NAME
15 April 29 April 12 May 20 May 9 June

BEST 6
SCORES TO

DATE
Bradley, Mark 7A 5A 28A
Brooke, Xavier 10D 10D 10D 60D
Chad, Arthur 8D 9D 9D 26A
Dallyn, Paul 10A 7A 17A
Dodrovolskis, Andrew 6A
Graves, David 19A
Holder, Sam 7A
Hutchinson, Daniel 7E 16E
Powers, Ben 4D 9D 7D 38D

Sam Holder at Castle Coombe
Photo: Steve Layton
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Happy Birthday  AutoSolo-- 10 Years  Old
It was a sunny day at Silverstone and to demonstrate the growth in the sport there was an entry of
60 for the Oxford’s AutoSolo.  Oxford’s event coincided with the 10th Anniversary of the first ever
UK 'Solo' (as it was originally called) that Bristol ran on 19th May 2002. This first event was held in
the car park of what had been Aust Services by the Severn Bridge.
Of those first competitors on the Bristol event, only my son Jamie, Simon Harris and myself, were
also at the 10th anniversary. I was, in fact, the first person to drive on a Solo in the UK, as nobody
wanted to go first.
The sport has come a long way and the variety of cars has been interesting, along with the different
venues and ideas as to how a tests should look. Some favour tight layouts, others open 2nd gear
ones. Sometime single cones, others use chicanes. This means different cars are competitive in
their classes according to who is Clerk of Course. All you need is tax, MOT and perhaps a spare
pair of wheels and you can ‘Go-Motosport.
We now have in addition to the BTRDA challenge, the new BTRDA championship. The South has
the Cotswold Motor Sport Group championship and the North the ANMCC.
Here’s to the next 10 years.
Richard Yapp
p.s - I forgot to mention that the Yapps were last in class in my mom’s fiesta, Simon did somewhat
better being 2nd to ex autotester Steve Connor.
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AutoSOLO Championship Provisional Scores
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Beard, Sarah
Belcher, Kevin 10C 10C 10C 9C 39C
Biss, Mike 10D 10D
Brooke, Xavier 10D 10D
Cule,Owen 5A 8A 13A
Fox, John 8A 9A 10A 8A 35A
Hardwick, Kevin 9A 9A
Harrison, Ian 9E 8E 10E 8E 10E 45E
Harrison, Stuart 8E 9E 8E 9E 34E
Heggs, Ben 9C 8C 10C 7C 10C 44C
Helm, Matthew 10E 10E 9E 8D 8D/29E
Holder, Roger 10A 10A
Looker, Derick 3A 1A 4A
MacKenzie, Martin 2A 2A
Pullar, Jim 6A 10A 2A 18A
Walker, Dave 8B 8B
Woodhouse, Clive 9C 9C
Yapp, Jamie 7A 9A 10A 26A
Yapp, Richard 1A 4A 6A 11A

Xavier Brooke
Photo: Steve Layton
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ALLROUNDERS – HALFWAY HOUSE
We have arrived at “Halfway house” and I am
pleased to report that our first qualifier was
Martin MacKenzie who has now been joined by
John Fox. Between them these two have
competed in Autotests, Car Trials, AutoSOLOs
and Sprints. A good start and as John is also
now an Allrounders Committee member we
welcome his enthusiasam for our sports.
The points scores are updated on the Web site
and in this NEWS.
As it is June and we have just had four days of
our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, I
looked out the BTRDA NEWS (because I can!)
for the period when BTRDA were 60 years of
age, issue 137 Summer 1998.  To look back
was interesting and I give here a snippet of the
day. The Jubilee celebration Dinner was held
at Gaydon Heritage Centre when some 80 plus
folks sat down to celebrate the foundation of
the Association way back in 1938. An
interesting presentation was given by Stuart
Turner, a past member of BTRDA Council and
a good friend of Clubman’s Motor Sport for
many years. In that NEWS issue of 1998 it
was reported in the Autotest section that a
team of Autotesters put on a demonstration at
Silverstone for SKY Sports 2  TV “How to start
Autotesting”. This was later put out on TV. On
another page was a request from Thames
Valley Television Motor Sport who will be

formulating a regular motoring program SOON.
I wonder what happened to all that interest
back in 1998.
It is also recorded that our 1998 membership
was up on 1997 and Championship registations
were running at 656. When reading the NEWS
of that time a LOT of names on committee are
still the same and familiar names are still
enjoying their sports today. Thank you to you
all for staying with BTRDA and supporting our
approach to Championship motor sport.
Now - “at last” I here you say - back to the
present. Our Championship currently has 32
entrants with 27 having already scored some
points. We are aware of at least three who
have not registered this year for their own
reasons. I can again foresee a close points
finish for this year’s championship and with
possibly new contenders names on our Major
Trophies.
It is good to see Sion Matthews out again with
Co-driver Tomos Parry and I trust both will
qualify in the following months. Matt Beebe
looks like having a good year again in the
faithful MG.  He has just picked up a good
result on the Asphalt Rally on the Isle of Man.
Now I will remind all Co-drivers that by finishing
on Three Asphalt and Two Forest rallies, or the
other way round, you need just ONE event
from one of the other Groups, i.e.

AutoSOLO/Car Trial/Speed etc, to
qualify for Allrounders and an award
at the end of the year. So go for it!
It’s good to see our usual suspects
are out again chasing those valuable
points.
SPECIAL NOTE - A reminder again
that this year for the Allrounders
Championship there is a change with
Group H events.  As BTRDA have
introduced an AutoSOLO
Championship, ONLY points gained
at these events will count for
Allrounders, NOT events in the
AutoSOLO Challenge.
The season is well under way and
we wish all BTRDA members an

Qualifier John Fox at
Bristol Motor Club’s Castle Coombe Autosolo

Photo: Steve Layton
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enjoyable and competitive second
half in whichever sport you choose
to enter.
And finally, from time to time all our
BTRDA committees require NEW
members to assist in the
administration of our Nationally
recognised prestigious
Championships. You do not have to
be a current  competitor to be on
committee. You can contact any
committee member or Council
member to log your interest.
Whatever the weather, enjoy your
Motorsport.
Phil D

REIS BTRDA Allrounders Championship
Provisional Overall Scores to 25th June 2012

Score Group Score Group Score Group Score Group Score Group Score Group Total
John Fox 6.67 A 10.00 G 16.67 G 16.00 H 18.00 H 16.25 H 83.59
Martin Mackenzie 7.69 A 2.22 A 5.33 B 10.00 B 10.00 B 8.00 H 43.24

Dave Oliver 17.14 B 16.67 B 16.67 B 16.92 F 16.67 F 84.07
Duncan Stephens 16.00 B 18.57 B 17.65 B 15.71 F 16.00 F 83.93
Jamie Yapp 15.00 A 12.00 G 14.67 H 17.50 H 17.14 H 76.31
Simon Harris 15.71 B 14.12 B 15.00 H 16.00 H 60.83
Roger Holder 3.64 A 10.67 B 11.87 B 15.00 B 18.67 H 59.85
Kevin Hardwick 13.33 A 13.33 A 13.33 A 16.00 H 55.99
Dave Walker 18.00 B 15.71 B 13.33 B 8.00 H 55.04
John Moffatt 18.33 B 17.50 B 18.82 B 54.65
Stuart Perren 13.85 A 8.89 A 12.50 A 17.78 F 53.02
Sion Matthews 17.78 C 17.78 C 17.14 C 52.70
Thomas Bricknell 17.33 F 16.92 F 16.67 F 50.92
Nick Pollitt 15.00 B 18.00 B 17.78 B 50.78
Tomos Parry 17.78 C* 17.78 C* 12.00 C* 47.56
Duncan Wild 15.38 A 17.50 A 10.00 H 42.88
Richard Yapp 5.00 A 8.00 G 6.67 H 11.25 H 8.57 H 39.49
Matt Beebe 16.52 D 17.14 D 33.66
Tim Beard 18.57 B 4.00 B 8.89 B 31.46
Stephen Stringer 13.33 G 7.50 G 7.50 G 28.33
Adrian Read 2.86 B 14.00 B 11.11 B 27.97
Jon Ballinger 18.67 C 18.67
Helen Perren 6.15 A 4.44 A 7.50 A 18.09
Josh Davidson 8.57 C* 8.57 C* 17.14
Clive Woodhouse 8.33 H 7.50 H 15.83
Jane Beebe 15.00 D 15.00
David Allman 5.71 B 2.00 B 6.67 B 14.38
Jessica Fack 3.75 H 3.75
Abe Shenker 1.18 B 1.18

A - Autotest B - Car Trials C - Forest Rally D - Asphalt Rally E - RallycrossF -
Sporting Trials G - Speed (Autocross, Sprints and Hillclimbs) H – AutoSOLO

Qualifier Martin MacKenzie at Bristol Motor
Club’s Castle Coombe Autosolo
Photo: Scott Boulton
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Photo: Scott Boulton
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ALLROUNDERS:  With the exception of “invitation by qualification” events such as the Car Trials and Sporting Trials Finals all events qualifying for all BTRDA Championships within the calendar
year (1 January – 31 December) will be qualifying events for the Allrounders Championship, together with any National A and National B Autocrosses, Sprints and Hill Climbs.

AutoSOLO Autotest Car Trial Rally - Asphalt Rally - Forest Rallycross Sporting Trials
Jul 7/8

14 Nicky Grist Quinton Stages
15 Warwickshire DC ALMC Stages Builth Wells

Dublin
21 Hartlepool & DCC Cymru

Bob Clouston N Wales CC, Abergele
clouston@supanet.com Dave Thomas
01429 429672 01492-584872

22 Alwoodley Autotest HCC Wales Mallory Park
Sherburn Clwyd Vale MC
Nick Middleton Prestatyn

np.middleton@tiscalli.co.uk Pete Dale
01132676021/07748 622365 01745-857316

28
29 Loughborough CC

Aug 4 Lydden Hill
5 Owen MC

Birmingham
11 Bristol MC mikesones@btinternet.com
12 01283 791368 Tyneside

Otterburn
18
19

25
26 CSMA NW/AMSC Mewla

Challenge Only Builth Wells
27 Bank Holiday Monday

Sep 1 Woodpecker Stages*
2 Loughborough CC Ludlow

Richard & Pat Egger
8 richardandpat@rpegger.co.uk
9 0116 236 4022 Gaby Mohr Robin Jager

Wolverhampton & SSCC N.P.T.C.C.
Bridgnorth 01228 561308
John Fox

15 07848-034852
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AutoSOLO Autotest Car Trial Rally - Asphalt Rally - Forest Rallycross Sporting Trials
15 Robin Alexander

Camel Vale
Delabole

16 Bolton le Moors MC David Ayers
Challenge Only Launceston & Nth Cornwall

Marsh Gate
22
23 Ross & District MSL

29 Trackrod Clubmans
30 Lancs & Cheshire CC Ernest Owen Patriot Stages MSA English Only Warco

Wrexham Owen MC Caerwent Peterborough
Dave Hensley Burton upon Trent Uppingham
david.hensley@collierlittler.com Mike Sones 01733 252886
0161 962 0836 01283-791368

Oct 6
7 Pembrey John Southern

N.P.T.C.C
13 01228 561308
14 Pete Fear Pinford

Ross & District MSL
Linton nr Ross on Wye
01989 780469

20 Cambrian Rally
21 Knutsford & DMC Llandudno Mercian Trial

Cov And Warks
01676 532337

27
28 GRAND FINAL Stone Trough

Neil Mackay Y.S.C.C
0115-9291728 01788 542694

Nov 3 Tempest 2 Rally
4 C&DCC - Final Cheviot Keith Knox MSA English Only November Sporting

Challenge Only Otterburn Sportingtrials.Com
01732 359235

10
11 Roy Fedden

Bristol
17/18 Dyrham Wood

01454 238333
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AutoSOLO Autotest Car Trial Rally - Asphalt Rally - Forest Rallycross Sporting Trials
24 Awards Presentation
25 Johnson

Peterborough
01733 252886

Dec 1 Awards Presentation
2 Gloucester

London C.C.
Stroud
0207 2630741

Membership report

We are at the midpoint time for many of the championships but you never
know, it may still be in time to register in a championship and get a good
result. Almost 500 members are having a go at the REIS/Get Connected rally
series with action on either asphalt or gravel which must make it the biggest
rally championship in the UK – and maybe Europe? Other championships are
doing well with registration numbers listed below.

We hope you all will enjoy the events in all of the BTRDA championships.

Championship registrations at mid June:

Forest Rally 299 Allrounders 33
Asphalt Rally 180 Car Trial 30
Autotest 56 Sporting Trial 77
AutoSOLO Challenge 11 Rallycross 30
AutoSOLO Championship 20

Liz & Peter Cox



National Motorsports Week: 30 June – 8 July
This year the Goodwood Festival of Speed and
the British Grand Prix ‘bookended’ National
Motorsports Week, the special celebration of
UK motorsport which is now in its sixth year.
The aim of National Motorsports Week (NMW)
is to attract some focused and coordinated
media coverage designed to generate interest
from new fans, sponsors and supporters as
well as rejuvenating the aged and jaded.
Although the two premier events at either end
of the week this year are unashamedly large
scale, showy, and loud, NMW is about more
than the glamorous speed events.  Many
motorsports factories opened their doors to
showcase their engineering and design
departments, new officials and marshals were
encouraged to sign up for duties, and last year
you will no doubt remember that the BTRDA
gave David Coulthard a brief introduction to
autotests and sporting trials which was filmed,
and broadcast during the European GP
coverage on the BBC.  It didn’t sound like he’d
heard of either discipline before but he certainly
seemed to have a good day with the BTRDA
team as they put him through his paces.
Supporting National Motorsports Week this
year as one of the official spokesmen for the
campaign he has been quoted as saying:  “Last
year I had a great day out experiencing an
autotest, sporting trial, track day and hillclimb –
all events that you can do in your everyday
road car without the need for deep pockets”.
Although I can’t help noticing that he has not
entered any BTRDA events since…
Although National Motorsports Week provides
a convenient calendar event you don’t need to
wait for next year to take part in the
celebrations.  You can support the campaign
and promote British Motorsport in all its forms
at any time of the year.  National

new people to new ideas.  As Coulthard proved
last year, it is entirely possible to be at the top
of one sport and not know anything at all about
another.  This works within the BTRDA
disciplines as well.  For the most part
(Allrounders championship contenders aside)
competitors tend to find one form of motorsport
they excel at and to be consistently successful
in one championship means not really
competing in another.  But even most
allrounders competitors won’t have tried
everything so in the run up to the 75th

anniversary why not try a BTRDA sport you’ve
not attempted before?  As you all know many
of the disciplines are low speed, non-impact
sports so you can enter them in your own
production car that you use every day on the
road so there’s really not much stopping you.
For sports where a specialist car or equipment
is needed (sporting trials, or where a roll cage
is required for instance) you might need to talk
nicely to a current competitor and persuade
them to loan you their car for an event or two.
For obvious reasons if you’re going to try this it
helps if you’ve not recently damaged your own
car ;-)
It’s not all about holding on to the steering
wheel of course; if you have always been the
driver try “bouncing” (if you don’t know, ask), or
co-driving, or you could take a turn at
marshalling for a change. Without marshals
there would be no events so why don’t you find
out what its like to be on the other side of the
windscreen?  Or see if you can shadow
someone on the organising team for an event
and learn what you need to know to be an
official.
And take a friend along to an event once in a
while.  You never know, they might just enjoy it.

Julie Darbyshire
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It has been quite a while since there has been
any action on the trials scene, and we are now
well into the summer break. The last BTRDA
event was the poorly supported Four Turnings
Trial in Cornwall in mid May, but that is to be
expected as it runs after the traditional “End of
Term bash”, the non-championship 2 Day Trial
in Cumbria over the Bank Holiday weekend.
Although the news on the economy continues
to be dire, entries in our events, although lower,
have held up above crisis levels. Obviously the
more far flung events have suffered, but
flagship broadly Midlands based ones have
fared reasonably, which is somewhat
encouraging.
The calendar is in something of a strange
shape right now, we have four events in April,
as well as Easter, which is traditionally kept
free, and only 2 in February, and 3 in March.
Having said that the BTRDA Gold Star Final,
reported in the last News, was bone dry and
dusty, and hosepipe bans were being imposed
all over the country, and May and June have
beaten the rainfall records, so maybe our
calendar reflects the reality of the moment,
possibly we might migrate even further into the
summer break in future?
Sporting Trials is regarded by most as the kind
of sport where experience counts almost above
every other factor, but recently we have had
some relative newcomers (in our sport anyone
with less than 5 years experience is a
newcomer!) post some remarkable results.
Josh Veale has not been competing very long,
although he has been around trials since he

was knee high, supporting his Dad, and latterly
passengering for some great drivers, yet he
came an almost unbelievable 2nd overall
(actually he was first equal, the tie break is no
indication of merit, it is merely to keep
championship scores sensible) at the Jacobean
Trial in late April, in his low cost live axle
Sherpa, which he rebuilt to a high standard.
Another fine drive was David Rance’s zero
score on the second day of the 2 Day Trial in
Cumbria. In both cases they beat a top class
field, there was no luck involved.
John Fack’s 18 month old MSR is finally
starting to show its potential, after an intensive
development program, shared between the
Fack family and Mark Seward, the creator of
the car. His win at the BTRDA Gold Star was
an indication of its potential being finally
unlocked. His twin brother Jerome’s identical
car will hopefully be on the pace in a much
shorter time frame when it appears in
September, although Jerome is much less
experienced as a driver than John.
The buzz about modern trials supercars is
basically correct, but occasionally the older
cars, not to mention drivers, get a look in. The
Jacobean Trial at Long Compton was tied
between two old live axle cars, Steve Courts’
30+ year old Facksimile and Josh Veale’s live
axle Sherpa. Both have undergone a long
period of development, but they are basically
original, particularly Josh’s. Steve’s Facksimile
has had a Suzuki Swift GTI engine fitted, but
otherwise is as built all those years ago. To be
fair, all the other events have been won by rear

transmission independent suspension
cars, but live axle cars are with good
drivers are consistently placed in the
upper echelons of the score sheet.
We had a spate of rollovers towards the
end of the season, although, as ever with
accidents, there were a number of
underlying causes. One accident resulted
in hospitalisation of a passenger for a
couple of weeks, with extensive bruising,
whilst another resulted in a spectator’s
car, parked at least 100 metres from the
action, being extensively damaged by a
runaway driverless trials car. The MSA
Trials Committee are working to see if
there are any rule changes which couldJosh Veale/Luke Little

Photo: Rich Danby www.ZiPP.co.uk
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reduce these types of accident, but the main
cause seems to be the dry weather at the time.
There are all sorts of interesting initiatives
being looked at to check the centre of gravity of
different cars, to see if the RAC Trials Formula
(from about 1952!) needs any modifications.
One complication here is the effect of different
passenger weights, and passenger body
position during “bouncing”, which has a major
effect on weight distribution.
Chairman Ian Wright has identified the age of

Clerks of the Course as a major factor causing
concern for the future, as they retire they are
not being replaced. To this end the Committee
are working on a proposed rule that would
make it mandatory for qualifiers for the BTRDA
Final to have officiated on at least one event
during the season. This is following on from
successful trials of this type of arrangement in
Northern Ireland, and also in Cumbria.
The Render Trophy, for passengers, has been
a successful introduction to our sport, but

actually running it has been rather
difficult, mainly because not all sets of
results actually name the passenger,
whilst others show the wrong name.
Asking passengers to claim their points
has not been very well supported, but
Carole Greening does whatever is
possible to get an accurate table of
results. At the time of writing Jess Fack
leads Victoria Watson at the head of
the table by just one point.
Enjoy your summer and I look forward
to seeing you on the hills in September,

Julian Fack

Short Event reports:
Raymond Baxter Trial at Hartside,
Cumbria 1st April, 16 entries, NPTCC
This was a BTRDA Championship trial, but it
failed to attract anyone from outside the area,
although Jess Fack did travel up from
Loughborough to passenger in Simon
Kingsley’s Crossle. The day was bright, sunny
and cold, and, as usual in Cumbria the hills
demanded respect, too much throttle and you
were nowhere. Andrew Woodhead
demonstrated his mastery of this type of terrain
to finish on a superb 20 points, but as he is not
a BTRDA member he did not win the Red
Class.
1st Andrew Woodhead/Karen

Briggs
Jedi 20

2nd David Martin/Dougie
Parkinson

Crossle 30 1st Red

3nd Simon Kingsley/Jess Fack Crossle 34 2nd Red
4th Robin Jager/Kate

Ducksbury
Kincraft 37 3rd Red

5th Mike Lawn/Bernard Hobson Jedi 42 1st Blue
7th Barry Hogg/Matthew Firth Hamilton 51 2nd Blue

No Greens entered.
J B Taylor Trial at Cirencester
15th April, 30 starters, Sportingtrials.com
Great excitement over a brand new site near
Cirencester discovered by Ian Wright, as we
approached the parking area we were
surprised by the very wet lane, flooded in parts,
but in fact the large site itself was pretty dry.
As always repeated use will improve our
knowledge, but there seems plenty of scope
here.
It is mainly used for shooting, and is pristine, so
it could only be used for trials at certain times
of the year. The extensive and very open
woodlands give plenty of opportunity for Clerks
of Course to display their imagination, and no
doubt this site will reward their efforts. In spite
of the dry weather there was plenty of room for
subtlety, and scores varied widely. The
luxuriant wild garlic on hills 9 & 10 was
extraordinarily slippery, and caught out many

Richard Gowen/Robin Sims
Photo: Rich Danby www.ZiPP.co.uk



BTRDA® Sporting Trials Championship
drivers for instance, even though those hills
were on quite shallow slopes. Richard Robarts
and Beth Caroll had a freak roll over whilst
exiting Hill 3, when they dislodged a huge
rotten tree stump, which then acted like a large
beach ball under the car, lifting it right off the
ground. Luckily neither were injured beyond
being bruised.

Derbyshire Trial at Longnor, Derbyshire
22ndApr, 30 starters, Lancs & Chesh. CC
The usual site in the Peak District, quite unlike
any other, with a unique set of challenges.
After weeks of dry, and quite unseasonable
weather we finally needed our waterproofs
here. Andy Wilks described it as a “Swarfega
Day” in deference to the type of lurid green
algae that extrudes from the ground in places,
it looks like the proprietary handcleaner, and is
possibly even more slippery! Scores reached
heights we had not seen this year, and even
Roland Uglow and Laura Wilks combo in the
orange Crossle scored a masterful 84, to win
by quite a margin. Only the first two managed
to remain in two figures. In spite of the
inclement conditions this was an enjoyable
event, the kind of day our sport thrives on.
1st Roland Uglow/Laura

Wilks
Crossle 84 1st Red

2nd Thomas Bricknell/Sara
Dyer

Crossle 97 2nd Red

3rd Duncan Stephens/Sandy
Veale

Crossle 10
2

3rd Red

10th Mike Readings/Lindsey
Greening

Sherpa
Indy

15
0

1st Blue

22nd Mark Dayson/Richard
Green

MJH 22
3

1st

Green

Jacobean Trial at Long Compton
29th April, 27 starters, London CC
The usual Long Compton site, but something
different for April in that the long and bumpy
rutted track from the main road was deep in
water, more than I have ever seen. An unusual
2psi was set in deference to the conditions, and
sections were considerably eased as well,
which resulted in quite low scores for the top
drivers. This grassy, bumpy site is always a
challenge, no matter what the conditions, and
this day produced a real surprise at the end.
The oldest driver and car, Steve Courts’ 30+
year old Facksimile, tied on 13 with the
youngest driver, Josh Veale in his superbly
restored original Sherpa. Two old live axled
cars beat the cream of the modern supercars
with their rear mounted transmissions and
independent suspension. This was a popular
result indeed, and both drivers got a well
deserved round of applause. Sadly for
championship purposes there has to be a tie
break (in which there is no actual merit, it is
more or less akin to tossing a coin) and Steve
was pronounced the winner.
1st Steve Courts/Jim Knifton Facksimile 13 1st Red
2nd Josh Veale/James

Washer
Sherpa 13 1st Blue

3rd Thomas Bricknell/Sara
Dyer

Crossle 14 2nd Red

4th Ian Veale/Luke Little Sherpa 17 3rd Red
11th Nick Speed/Mike Baker Crossle 26 1st Green

Four Turnings Trial Cornwall
13th May 11 starters Camel Vale MC
In spite of being located far from the centre of
the country, 5 of the 11 starters travelled from
afar to this event. Peter Fensom recorded one
of his best finishes here with an excellent 2nd

place, but Thomas Bricknell, the mainstay of
the event, put on a masterful display to score
just 5 points. The weather was excellent for a
change and a good time was had by all.

1st Thomas Bricknell/Sara
Dyer

Crossle 5 1st Red

2nd Peter Fensom/Liz
Fensom

Crossle 17 2nd Red

3rd Andy Wilks/Liz Scanes RCAP 19 3rd Red
4th Josh Veale/Luke Little Sherpa 23 1st Blue
10th Alan Ede/James Tancock Kincraft 47 1st Green

1st Ian Bell/Jo Edwards Crossle 13 1st Red
2nd Ian Wright/Keil Wright Sherpa Indy 16 2nd Red
3rd Tom Bricknell/Liz

Skanes
Crossle 19 3rd Red

6th Jerome Fack/Jess
Fack

SRB 24 1st Blue

19th Chris Turley/David
Mears

Facksimile 63 1st Green

Mark & Jane Dayson
Photo: Rich Danby www.ZiPP.co.uk
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Provisional Championship Table Following the Four Turnings Trial
- Top Scorers

Name Class To
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Ian Bell Red 174 6 4 30 27 c
Steve Courts Red 161 7 1 24 19 30
Thomas Bricknell Red 157 6 1 28 29 28 30
George Watson Blue 154 8 0 15 20 16 25
Andrew Bell Red 152 6 1 22 23 22
Joshua Veale Blue 143 6 0 18 29 27
Julian Fack Red 140 6 0 23 25 26
Dave Rance Red 140 6 0 22 24
Roland Uglow Red 130 5 2 21 30 23
John Fack Red 120 5 0 26 26 17
Simon Kingsley Red 113 5 0 28 16 21
Andrew Wilks Red 109 5 0 c 18 28
Ian Veale Red 99 4 0 27 27
Peter Fensom Red 99 4 0 25 29
Dave Oliver Blue 92 5 0 14 29
Mike Readings Blue 91 5 0 c 21 13 26
Richard Gowen Blue 91 5 0 14 17
Martin Grimwood Red 85 5 0 11
Duncan Stephens Red 84 3 0 28
Arthur Carroll Blue 79 4 0 17 15
Robin Jager Red 78 3 0 27 24
Paul Faulkner Blue 59 3 0 16 18
Barry Hogg Blue 58 3 0 24 13
Richard Robarts Blue 57 4 0 c
David Martin Red 57 2 0 29
Roger Bricknell Red 57 3 0 19 23
Ian Wright Red 56 2 0 29
Boyd Webster Blue 56 3 0
John Cole Green 55 5 0 c 11
Jerome Fack Blue 55 3 0 25 14
Jeffery Armitstead Blue 47 3 0 22 7
Tom Rees Red 47 3 0 10
Jim Davidson Green 43 5 0 15 7 c
Richard Waterhouse Blue 43 2 0 23
Richard Thomas Green 43 5 0 8 8
Ian Fulwood Green 42 4 0 c 6 10
Mike Lawn Blue 42 2 0 26



2012 MSA British Championship points to
Summer Break
by Janet Darbyshire, Championship Co-ordinator

Pos Name Car Points
1 Roland Uglow Crosslé 55
2 Tom Bricknell Crosslé 54

Ian Bell Hamilton 54
4 Andrew Bell Hamilton 51
5 Steve Courts Facksimile 45

John Fack MSR 45
7 Josh Veale Sherpa 41
8 David Rance Crosslé 40
9 Ian Veale Sherpa 39

Julian Fack Crosslé 39
Duncan Stephens Crosslé 39

12 Ian Wright Sherpa Indy 26
13 Peter Fensom Crosslé 25
14 Arthur Carroll Sherpa 20
15 Paul Faulkner Sherpa indy 14
16 Mike Readings Sherpa indy 13
17 Jerome Fack SRB 11

Pos Name Car Points
Andy Wilks RCAP 11

19 Dave Oliver Facksimile 10
George Watson CAP 10

21 Martin Grimwood Crosslé 9
Stuart Beare Sherpa Indy 9
Robin Jager Kincraft 9

24 Richard Gowen Facksimile 8
25 Simon Kingsley Crosslé 7

Paul Price CAP 5 7
27 Richard Robarts RB7 6
28 Nick Speed Crosslé 5

John Cole MJH II 5
30 David Zank Sherpa 4

Roger Bricknell Facksimile 4
32 Monty Peters Apex IV 3
33 Bill Watson Sherpa 2

2012 MSA British Championship points to
Summer Break
by Janet Darbyshire, Championship Co-ordinator

Pos Name Car Points
1 Roland Uglow Crosslé 55
2 Tom Bricknell Crosslé 54

Ian Bell Hamilton 54
4 Andrew Bell Hamilton 51
5 Steve Courts Facksimile 45

John Fack MSR 45
7 Josh Veale Sherpa 41
8 David Rance Crosslé 40
9 Ian Veale Sherpa 39

Julian Fack Crosslé 39
Duncan Stephens Crosslé 39

12 Ian Wright Sherpa Indy 26
13 Peter Fensom Crosslé 25
14 Arthur Carroll Sherpa 20
15 Paul Faulkner Sherpa indy 14
16 Mike Readings Sherpa indy 13
17 Jerome Fack SRB 11

Pos Name Car Points
Andy Wilks RCAP 11

19 Dave Oliver Facksimile 10
George Watson CAP 10

21 Martin Grimwood Crosslé 9
Stuart Beare Sherpa Indy 9
Robin Jager Kincraft 9

24 Richard Gowen Facksimile 8
25 Simon Kingsley Crosslé 7

Paul Price CAP 5 7
27 Richard Robarts RB7 6
28 Nick Speed Crosslé 5

John Cole MJH II 5
30 David Zank Sherpa 4

Roger Bricknell Facksimile 4
32 Monty Peters Apex IV 3
33 Bill Watson Sherpa 2



REIS – Get Connected BTRDA® Rally Series

Page 29 www.btrda.com

HUNTER’S THREAT LEVEL INCREASES!... !....
With five of the eight rounds of this year’s REIS
– Get Connected BTRDA Rally Series having
already taken place, the race to succeed Andy
Burton for the Gold Star Championship title is
still wide open. While Shaun Gardener and Ben
Innes still lead the points table with a 100%
finishing record in their Mitsubishi Lancer
EVO5.9, it has to be said that the main threat to
their supremacy – and a possible repeat of
their 2006 crown – is posed by Hugh Hunter
and Andy Marchbank. Of the five events, they
have only completed three but have run out
winners on each occasion. So, on the one
hand, when dropped scores come into play,
they already have three maximums but, on the
other, there is no further margin for error. Or is
there?
It is already possible to say that Charlie
Payne/Craig Thorley’s win on the opening
round in the Forest of Dean was the highlight of
their BTRDA season – a retirement, an off and
two no-shows have put an end to any
aspirations they may have had to the top spot,
while the only other event winners so far this
year are Roger Chilman and Bryan Thomas.
Ever since he moved up to a World Rally Car at
the beginning of 2011, Chilman Jr. has been
threatening to take the all-important first victory
at this level, and it finally came on the Plains
Rally. He has just followed it up with a second
place, behind Hunter, on the Dukeries but both
these results mark a change in fortune for the
Herefordshire team. A retirement on the

Malcolm Wilson and a non-start in Somerset
served to put them on the back foot but they
have begun to move forward again and, along
with Hunter/Marchbank, now find themselves in
the lower reaches of the Top Ten points.
In the absence of Matt Edwards who was
otherwise engaged (well, getting married
actually!) on the day, another solid run on the
Dukeries saw Jamie Anderson/Ella Flynn
overhaul the groom and move into runners-up
spot in the overall Championship, even though
Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence’s similar Lancer
EVO9 finished 3rd overall and beat them on the
event. Matt & Sam Collis still hold 3rd and will,
doubtless, be back on the Nicky Grist Stages in
an attempt to reassert their authority.

All in all, we have a very interesting few months
in prospect but, unless Hugh Hunter is able to
continue his winning streak through to the
conclusion of the year, the chances of equalling
– or even beating - Andy Burton’s winning
score of 177 points (from a possible 180) in
2011 are slim. However, time will tell…
Matthew Robinson/Nigel Hutchinson seemed to
be getting to grips with the BTRDA Silver Star
Championship – good results on the Wyedean
and Malcolm Wilson were followed up by
maximum scores on both the Somerset Stages
and Plains, to the point that, even after rolling
out of the Dukeries, their Escort MkII still leads
the table. Defending champions Allan

McDowall/Gavin Heseltine
opted to forego the long trip
down to Somerset, but
consistently good scoring on
each of the other four events
has kept their Opel Kadett in
touch with the leaders – even
more so following the
Dukeries!
Neil Matthews’ efforts to keep
up took a knock after an off
after the flying finish of the
opening stage on the Dukeries
put his Vauxhall Nova out of
the rally, while the Escort of
Boyd Kershaw/Bryan Hull took
its first ‘win’ of the season with
11th overall, ahead of Theo
Bengry and Rob Dennis, each
of whom have just three

Jamie Anderson/Ella Flynn Dukeries Rally
Photo: Simon Clarke
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scores to their credit so far.
Julian Wilkes/Will Rutherford-Child began their
Millers Oils BTRDA 1400 Championship
campaign at some pace. Their Nova VXR 190
took maximum scores – and excellent finishes -
on each of the first three rounds but, just to
prove they were indeed fallible, Justin
Lawson/Paul Hargreaves pipped them to the
post on the Plains. Subsequent examination of
the Wilkes Nova revealed the rear shock
absorbers to be past their best and, fitted with
suitable replacements, it was trailered up from
Somerset to Southwell Racecourse for its next
appointment. Lawson’s challenge ended after a
close encounter with a bank broke his Nova’s
front suspension on the first stage, leaving
Wilkes to win the category by a minute and a
half after 38 miles of stages.
Roger Priestnall/Jamie Forrest were nearest to
the leaders on this occasion, their Proton Satria
holding off Kieran & Lyndsey Darrington’s
Corsa for runners-up points. In the grand
scheme of things, Clive Anstey/Annabel Sealey
(Nova) hold 2nd place, Euros Evans/Dylan
Lewis (Satria) 3rd and Marcel Freling/Karen
Robinson (MG ZR) 4th. We have reached the
stage where one more good result from Wilkes
will virtually seal the Championship, but it’s not
over yet…
After the Dukeries, the rallyschool.co.uk
BTRDA Rally First Championship sees the top
two drivers on identical points, the difference
being that Cameron Davies has four scores to
Tom Jordan’s five. However, they were both
upstaged by Joe Evett on the Dukeries – his
MG ZR has only finished two
events so far, but it has won
both of them. Now, Joe, do
you think it’s trying to tell you
something?....
Mick Smith’s Nissan Micra is
third but he, too, is unable to
shake off the attention of the
similar car of Aaron McClure
which has amassed a similar
points total, and then Harry
Threlfall is only one point
behind the pair of them – all
jolly exciting stuff!
Having skipped the
Welshpool-based Plains
Rally for obvious reasons,

the Swisher MSA English Rally Championship
rejoined the fray on the Dukeries and, at the
risk of attracting the derision of you, dear
reader, in a class-based series, those who
keep winning their class will eventually reap the
dividends. After the first event, there is always
going to be a five-way tie for the lead (one
driver from each class) and then, as the season
progresses, the leaderboard gradually starts to
reflect those that have been more successful in
their own particular class than others, if you
see what I mean… Anyway, after four events,
Julian Wilkes holds top spot with a full-house,
ahead of Mick Smith, Neil Matthews (in spite of
his indiscretion on the Dukeries) and Allan
McDowall.
All the English Championship contenders can
now go and lie down in darkened rooms until
their next meeting which is on the Woodpecker
Stages at the beginning of September. They
then deviate from the BTRDA Series calendar
for the last couple of events which see them
taking in the Trackrod Clubmans Rally at the
end of September and the Tempest 2 Rally in
November.
Full details of the 2012 REIS - Get Connected
BTRDA Rally Series, incorporating the Gold
Star, Silver Star, Millers Oils 1400 &
rallyschool.co.uk Rally First Championships are
available on the Championship website :
www.btrdarally.com while the Swisher MSA
English Rally Championship has its own :
www.englishrally.co.uk

ANDREW HAILL

Matthew Robinson/Nigel Hutchinson Plains Rally
Photo: Simon Clarke
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Overall Driver Points Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Julian Wilkes 148 1 Will Rutherford 148
2 Clive Anstey 110 2 Annabel Sealey 111
3 Euros Evans 108 3 Dylan Lewis 108
4 Marcel Freling 102 4 Karen Robinson 102
5 Kieran Darrington 100 5 David Auden 94

Overall Driver Points
1 Shaun Gardener 135
2 Jamie Anderson 111
3 Matt Edwards 105
4 Patrick Naylor 97
5 Paul Davy 96

Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Ben Innes 135
2 Ella Flynn 111
3 Sam Collis 105
4 Ian Lawrence 98
5 Roger Allan 96

Overall Driver Points
1 Matthew Robinson 113
2 Allan Mcdowall 107
3 Neil Matthews 97
4 Peter Smith 92
5 Boyd Kershaw 86

Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Nigel Hutchinson 114
2 Gavin Heseltine 109
3 Paul Wakely 94
4 Bryan Hull 87
5 Les Forsbrook 77

Silver Star ChampionshipGold Star Championship

1400 Rally Championship

Joe Evett/Calvin
Houldsworth Dukeries Rally
Photo: Simon Clarke
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Driver Score Co-driver Score
Julian Wilkes 100 Will Rutherford 100
Mick Smith 85 Calvin Houldsworth 74
Neil Matthews 74 Charlottee Banner 73
Allan Mcdowall 73 Jack Walby 72
Nigel Jenkins 72 Gavin Heseltine 71

All results are shown following the Dukeries Rally

The BTRDA Rally First Challenge
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Cameron Davies 115 Charlotte Banner 120
Thomas Jordan 115 Martyn Taylor 108
Mick Smith 106 Jason Mckay 94

The MG ZR Rally Challenge
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Jayne Auden 86 David Auden 88
Marcel Freling 81 Karen Robinson 81
Benjamyn Mckay 73 Jason Mckay 77

The DMACK Historic Cup
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Peter Smith 75 Paul Wakely 75
Graham Thatcher 62 Robert James 62
Robert Dennis 57 Les Forsbrook 57

MSA English Rally
Championship

The BTRDA Production Cup
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Jamie Anderson 78 Ella Flynn 78
Patrick Naylor 72 Ian Lawrence 72
Paul Davy 69 Ian Lawrence 69
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LOW DOWN TORQUE
What a difference a year makes… (and a bit of
“nip & tuck” to the rules)! A variety of winners
and cars, from different classes and of all ages;
just what we wanted and so much better for the
championship, and the sport at large. I wonder
if it is tempting fate to suggest that we may now
have entered another period of stability within
the rules?
Thank you to those contenders who have
tackled the “trial” digital reporting; perhaps also
a nudge to the remainder that haven’t yet –
your views are important and if we have to
hand out a few paper forms to supplement the
emailed ones, then we might just do that! The
middle ground, of course, is that completed
paper forms can be scanned and emailed to
me, scanner and an email account permitting.

After some deliberation and trying to fit around
conflicting events, we have now finalised the
date of the Grand Final as Sunday 28th

October; this is not the original, provisional,
date so please update your diaries and
planners to reflect this change. In a break from
tradition, we will be returning to the “Orchard”
at Heightington and once again be utilising the
generous services of Kidderminster Motor Car
Club.
At the time of writing, five qualifying events
remain to be contested with a tremendous
variety in the nature of the individual trials. We
look forward with interest to see how the
season develops as we head towards the
Grand Final Trial. Good luck everyone!

Neil Mackay
neil.mackay.home@btinternet.com

Woolbridge Motor Club - Golden Springs Car Trial - 4th March 2012
Reigning Double Car Trial Champion Barrie
Parker got off to a good start at the season
opener, continuing his winning streak with
another 1st overall. Heavy rain all morning
made the ground extremely muddy and
slippery all day, resulting in most competitors

tackling the hills at max revs with full wheelspin
from all 32 start lines.
Parker driving his MR2 Roadster was chased
hard all day by returning past Champion Nick
Pollitt in his Saxo VTR.

Barrie Parker
Sevenoaks & DMC - Basil Elkington Trial – 18th March

The Sevenoaks and District Motor Club staged
the second round of the BTRDA and MSA
Trials Championship with their Basil Elkington

Trial on Sunday March 18th at Stoneacre Farm,
near Maidstone, Kent. This was the first time
that the two national championships had visited

Kent in ages, so the club were keen
to put on a good show. The event
was also a round of the ASEMC and
ACSMC Regional Championships.
The National ‘B’ entry totalled  18,
with 8 in the clubman’s section.
Clerk of the Course Andy Elcomb
(who also clerks the Crystal Palace
Sprint), had devised some
interesting and challenging hills,
which included downhill starts and
two timed sections. Class 1 kicked
off proceedings in damp conditions,
with Nick Pollitt using the BTRDA
Nissan Micra up against some local
Southern drivers together with Peter
Houghton all the way from
Southport, Merseyside. It was Peter

Clive Judge at the Sevenoaks Trial
Photo: Nick Pollitt
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who led at lunch time on 33 with his Suzuki
Swift from Chris Judge (Micra) on 35, then
David Judge (Chris’s nephew double driving)
on 38 tying with Pollitt, then sprint and
autotester Kevin Lower in his Ford KA on 41. A
good close battle was therefore developing but
the conditions dried considerably in the
afternoon were Kevin Lower pulled out all the
stops to clean all the timed sections to overhaul
the opposition (just) from Pollitt, Chris Judge,
then Houghton, and David Judge. Just 7 marks
separating the top four! An excellent battle.
Class two produced the overall winner with
Richard Olsen taking his Citroen AX to a clear
win over wife Emma (who then took the class)
ahead of Dennis Usmar’s Mini Clubmen and
David Balderson’s Peugeot 205. Class three
was enjoying a good Hillman Imp battle
between veteran trial expert Steve Courts and

fellow sparring partner Dave Oliver. However,
this ended when Courts had to retire his car,
leaving Oliver to fend off the double driven
Reliant Kitten of Andy and Austen laing. (Andy
was leading the class at lunch). Oliver hung on
to beat the kitten however by just two marks at
the end of the day and take the MSA award
and class win.  This class also contained Mark
Kemp’s rare Fairthorpe Minor sports car and
Stephen Thompson’s 660cc Suzuki
Cappuccino, so who says you don’t get variety
in car trials! So at the end of the day, with
awards presented at around 4.00pm, the
Sevenoaks and District Motor Club were
pleased that everything had gone to plan, with
an enjoyable event which will be repeated at
the same venue in 2013. Next stop Wales for
the BTRDA contenders…………

Chris Judge.

Matthews Auto Salvage Car Trial – Caernarvonshire & Anglesey MC –
April 14th 2012

It would be tempting fate to open a discussion
about the weather in Wales, or indeed
Anglesey, but once again the MAS Car Trial
was blessed with a dry site and a dry day. It
was also favoured with an encouraging entry of
28 in the National B event contesting a number
of championships. Lee Matthews had spent
some time listening to feedback from previous
years and had made a number of positive
changes to the event, with more focus on car
trials rather than speed tests. Time constraints
ultimately dictated that there would be 3 rounds
of 8 sections, one being timed. The day also
turned out to be an event of two halves, with
some dramatic changes to some sections in
the lunch break that would transform the day
and some competitors’ scores…
On paper the front runners in Class 1 were
going to be fwd vs rwd, Corsa vs MR2; Dave
Walker vs Barrie Parker. And so it was to be, in
a very closely fought contest, with Dave
achieving the lead and holding it all day. Trevor
Clarke (Ka) posted excellent times on the timed
tests, but it was John Wadsworth in another Ka
that, with Dale Davies (Swift) made equal third
place.

The well subscribed Class 2 was ultra
competitive, as ever, but Neil Mackay surprised
himself and may be a few others by showing a
perfect score at the lunch break, ringing the
AX’s neck to match the auto-testers’ times. And
then the rock and roll started! Now, Rupert
North (Mini) has a habit of winning this event
and with a third round score of zero and a lowly
2 for the day, he nipped in front and won again!
There followed John Moffatt (Nova), Dave
Oliver (205), Les Andrew (104) and Paul
Manning (Nova).
Jeff Buchanan was the sole competitor in Class
3 in his MX5, posting a decent score for the
day somewhere between those of Parker and
Harrison in Barrie’s MR2, without the benefit of
a mid-engined configuration, of course.In Class
4, Nigel Griffith (Nova) showed the way with the
other fwd car, Gareth Jones’ Micra, 2nd.
In rounding up the day’s event, Lee Matthews
conceded that he had perhaps overdone some
of the changes at lunchtime, leaving the
competitors to reflect on their own
performances and, for many of them, prepare
to resume competition the following day…

NM
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Dennis Wells Memorial Car Trial Clwyd Vale MC, Sunday 15 April
Day two of the April Welsh Weekend, after
another sociable evening for many who had
stayed over from the MAS Trial. Returning to
the “old” venue south-east of Dyserth, we were
to experience a good, solid trial with no frills –
no blind section and no timed section. Making
full use of the site, Pete Dale had set up 8
varied sections for the 34 competitors that
started.
A good mix of cars amongst the 13 in Class 1,
all fwd bar the single MR2 that everyone sets
out to beat! Throughout the day, Barrie was on
the back foot with Dave Walker (Corsa) being
the early challenger, along with Trevor Clarke
(Ka) but by the lunch break Steve Johnson
(Micra), Tim Beard (Saxo) and John
Wadsworth (Ka) had joined in with serious
challenges. A sublime 3rd (and final) round
from Tim matched Barrie's score and gave Tim
the class on the tie decider (most zero's) as
Dave fell back, perhaps paying the price for
being early on the sections in the afternoon.
Over in Class 2, the clear leader from the off
was John Moffatt (Nova) with Paul Manning,

sharing the car, driving well to hold the next
position, one he would successfully defend all
day. Best of the rest at lunch was Neil Mackay,
but his less than reliable AX GT was to protest
again mid-way through the afternoon, causing
an immediate retirement. This enabled Les
Andrew (104) and Dave Oliver (205) to fly the
Peugeot flag and keep Roger Holder (Starlet)
at bay, albeit by just 2 points.
In the rwd Class 3, Jeff Buchanan (MX5) was
joined by a local BMW 318i Touring (Aled Wyn
Jones and initially by Rich Harrison (MGB), but
he retired after the first round. Although  Jeff
was beaten on some hills, his experience and
more agile car gave him the Class win.
Meanwhile, in the modified Class, Nigel Griffith
(Nova) was well ahead of Kevin Roberts
(Dutton) and achieved a well deserved 2nd

overall for his efforts.
Encouraging as it was to see so many return to
the “old” site, we may well enjoy the variety and
luxury of the second, “new”, site in July. Better
read the SR’s carefully to see where to go!

NM
Southern Autos Brickhill Car Trial - 29th April 2012

AGE RULES IN MONSOON CONDITIONS
This was the wettest of all the wet days we
have had this year with relentless heavy rain
and each competitor thinking on the way there,
that they were probably the only ones not to

have been told the event was cancelled.
It wasn’t and that amazing team from Falcon
Motor Club under the guidance of John and
Dot Parsons put on three rounds of 8 hills,

most of them changed between each
round, a fantastic effort.
3 in Class 1, with Barrie Parker’s
MR2 taking an early 2 mark
advantage over Nick Pollitt’s Saxo
VTR, the sheer power of the Toyota
being put to good use on the straight
bits.  That advantage extended to 11
and then 24  with Chris Judge a bit
further back in his Micra 1.4.
7 in Class 2 and the well sorted Nova
of John Moffatt set the pace early
on, 6 up on Roger Holder (Toyota
Starlet) who is steadily improving his
trialling skills to the standard of his
Autotesting skills.  Not far behind was
the ever improving Paul Manning

Barrie Parker at Brickhill
Photo: Nick Pollitt
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(sharing the Moffatt Nova).  That was how it
stayed, with John extending his lead, Roger
holdering onto 2nd.  Paul 3rd and then the other
members of Team Starlet Martin Mackenzie
and Roger Trevaskis 4th and 6th, split by the
great Les Andrew finding his little Peugeot 106
not suited to flat out 2nd gear sections.
5 in Class 3 and with Malcolm and Anne
Brown (he was nearly 78 you know) in the
Westfield, in the wet, with a 1000 horse power
per ton power to weight ratio ..... well, a modest
lead after round 1 became huge after 2 and
massive by the end.  Driving beautifully all day,
Malcolm took a devastating outright win on just
44%.  That left Dave Harvey to take the Class
in his Imp after a real tussle with Richard
Tompkins Imp followed closely by the Reliant
Kitten (how nice to see a competitive Kitten out
again) of Andy and Austen Laing.

4 in Class 4 became 2 after Howard
Blackwell in his very nice Escort
decided enough was enough and an
ABS disappeared in the mud
somewhere.  That left Colin Weeks
in his Midget to try and get
somewhere close to Duncan
Stephens in the Dutton Melos.  Only
35 in front at the end of round 1
Duncan turned the screws and
extended that lead to 78 by the end.
A total of 7 marks lost on 24
seemingly impossible sections, he
should really have been the outright
winner, but more are needed in the
Class!
So, Malcolm (over 78 now) became

the fifth different winner after 5 events (exciting,
just like the F1 season), and on the same
weekend that Steve Courts (also
70something) took an outright Sporting Trials
win.
A great event in terrible conditions, marshalled
superbly throughout and even a Land Rover to
tow some of us back to the paddock.
First O/A Malcolm Brown 33 44%
Class 1 Barrie Parker 28 85%
Class 2 John Moffatt 33 81%
Class 3 Dave Harvey 132 179%
Class 4 Duncan Stephens 7 100%

Nick Pollitt

Warwickshire Trial May 6th Coventry and Warwickshire Motor Club Ltd
The weather conditions leading up to the event
were not good.  However checking the site a
couple of days prior, reassured me it would be
ok providing there was NO more rain. Sunday
morning - what a super day, no wind and
SUNSHINE. We were extremely lucky as the
weather reverted back to the usual on Monday
!!!!!
On with the event, there was a good entry in
classes 1&2. The dominant guys in 1 were
Barrie P and Nick P with Antony R waiting for
the others to make a mistake. Nick P driving

his Citroen to good effect came out on top of
the pack, with Barrie P second, third was
Antony R having a very good drive.
Class 2 was to be a clash of Novas i.e. John M
and Duncan S going at it hammer and tongue
or should it be tongue and hammer anyway
neither were going to give a quarter. Simon H
in his Golf was trying his utmost to keep up with
the pace. He was probably hoping they may
have a problem, but it was not to be. Duncan S
took the class win, John M second and Simon
H was third.

Malcolm Brown on his way to 1st Overall
at Brickhill

Photo: Nick Pollitt
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Class 3 was dominated by Ollie with Dave O
behind the wheel. From the start Malcolm B
Westfield showed the rest of the class a clean
pair of wheel tracks who took second in class.
With the ever improving Richard T in his Imp
third
Class 4 Howard B in his Escort had it all to
himself and beat all the rest in the class!!!
Class 8 This class for specials only. The man
who makes these vehicles is a Mr Partington,
he was driving one of his creations and would
have scored the least marks had it not been for
a mistake on hill 2 in the afternoon. As it was

he ended with the same score as Dave O on a
brilliant 12
Dave and Jen O won the trial taking home the
RBJames Trophy, I think for the sixth time.
T Clarke won best novice award driving a Ford
KA
The sections were brilliant cos I laid them out
with help. Many thanks to all who made this a
great day

Steve Courts

Wyre Forest Car Trial Kidderminster Motor Car Club, June 10th.

As usual, and as expected from Kiddy, the
‘cherry orchard’ was as deceptively difficult as
this site always is. Ade and Leigh had done a
great job of setting out the hills and some
superb battles emerged during the course of
the day. With 38 entries in the Nat B and a
further 5 in the Clubmans it was an entry list
that showed the popularity and success of this
well organised event.

The class 1 fight was always going to be
between Barrie Parker in the MR2 and Nick
Pollitt in the Saxo and so it proved with Nick
holding a slender 3-point lead over Nick at
lunchtime. Round 3 saw Barrie pull back a
point but an uncharacteristic slip on hill 1 in
round 4 gave Nick the class by 5 points. Dave
Walker was comfortable in 3rd, though some
way behind, and Adrian Read just beat Tim
Beard to round out the top 5.
Class 2 (where I was making like a sack of
potatoes for Les Andrew) had a great entry of
16 and the potential winner was not easy to
predict. John Moffatt and Duncan Stephens in
their Novas, Neil Mackay in the AX, Simon
Harris in his trusty Golf and Rupert North in the
Mini were all contenders for the class win. Neil
opened his account well with a 1-point
advantage over John and 3 points over Duncan
after round 1. Fortunes changed a bit in round
2 and at lunchtime John was one point in front
of Duncan with Neil a further point behind and
Chris Buckle in another AX sneaking into the
equation in 4th. This trend continued into round
3 with Chris, Rupert and Simon fighting for
points for 4th, 5th and 6th between them. Round
4 saw little change to the scores and John
finished up the worthy winner of the class on
16, Duncan on 18, Neil on 25, Chris on 34 and
Simon on 44.
Other than Malcolm Brown in the Westfield, the
other 4 were all Imps and a day long battle was
to ensue between Dave Oliver and Steve
Courts for the honours. At lunch Dave was still
‘clean’ and Steve was on 2 with Malcolm
having dropped a bad 7 on the last hill of round

Mike Stephens 1st Overall
Wyre Forest Car Trial
Photo: Angela Danby
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2 dropping back to 3rd on 14. With Malcolm
dropping a 10 in round 3 this allowed Dave
Harvey to nip in front of him to challenge for 3rd.
This is how it remained and Dave won the
class on 5 from Steve on 8 and Dave Harvey
3rd on 29.
Class 4 looked to be a straight fight between
John Ludford in the Marlin and Ian Moss in the
big engined Imp. That is until you noticed a
certain Mike Stephens entered in Duncan’s
Melos. All rumours of ‘past it’ and ‘over the hill’
are to be ignored from this point on!! Round 1
had Mike still ‘clean’, John on 2 and Ian on 3.
At lunch it stayed the same with none of them

having dropped any more points. Round 3
finally saw Mike drop a couple of 1’s but both
John and Ian also dropped points. A few more
points were dropped on round 4 but Mike was
to take the class on 4 with John just staying
ahead of Ian to finish on 8 and 9 respectively.
With an Index of only 40.82, the well-deserved
overall winner was Mike (there’s life in the old
dog yet) Stephens. After a 5 year layoff and
spending those years telling others what to do
and when, it was very nice to see Mike win
again and proves a point that there is nothing
to beat experience .MJ

Scorer's Snippets 18th June 2012
It looks as if we have settled at thirty registered
contenders for this year, down five from 2011.
Eight are registered for Gold Star only, while
we have six Silver Star and sixteen Bronze Star
contenders.  Hopefully the interim
championship table is being printed here;
otherwise all the tables are on our BTRDA
website.
Having given the (true) impression that we are
down on registered contenders, I am pleased
to report, however, that numbers of registered
contenders at events are generally up – only
two from the seven events so far have had
competitor numbers reduced from last year.

Kidderminster had 38 National B competitors to
go with 5 Clubman drivers – the most they’ve
had for some years.
Seven events and six different overall winners,
with each Class being represented.  So all cars
have a chance of winning – it’s just the drivers
that make the difference!  Well, we knew that
anyway, but it isn’t just a case of a car from the
largest class being the favourite to be the
overall winner.
Although it looks as if John Moffatt and Paul
Manning are running away with the lead at
Silver and Bronze respectively, it isn’t over yet.

John Moffat at the
Wyre Forest Trial

Photo: Nick Pollitt
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There are still five events to go for anybody
else to have a good run and taking a good
score to the Final is only half the battle – you
still have to do well there to get the grand total
that is needed to win.
The championship scores will be on the
BTRDA website – usually updated by noon the

day after an event.  They are also displayed at
most events – the ones I go to anyway!
Alternatively, I can e-mail you a copy if so
desired.

Simon Harris

BTRDA Car Trial Championship 2012 – Championship Scores
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NAME 04/03 18/03 14/04 15/04 29/04 06/05 10/06 TOTAL Best 5
Barrie Parker G 10 9 9 9 9 9 55 N/A
Nick Pollitt G 9 9 8 10 10 46 N/A
Dave Oliver G 10 8 7 10 10 45 N/A
Malcolm Brown G 9 10 9 7 35 N/A
Les Andrew G 7 8 6 6 3 30 N/A
Duncan Stephens G 10 10 9 29 N/A
Neil Mackay G 5 1 5 8 19 N/A
Steve Courts G 0 *9* 9 18 N/A

John Moffatt S 9 10 10 9 10 48 48
Dave Walker S 10 8 6 6 30
Jeff Buchanan S 9 9 6 4 28
Dave Harvey S 9 7 8 24
Simon Harris S 8 6 14
Bill Moffatt S

Paul Manning B 8 6 9 8 7 5 43 38
Chris Judge B 8 8 7 5 28
Trevor Clarke B 7 6 7 4 0 24 24
Nigel Griffith B 10 10 20
John Wadsworth B 7 6 7 20
Roger Holder B 4 6 9 1 20
Tim Beard B 10 3 6 19
Peter Houghton B 6 7 5 0 18
Howard Blackwell B 0 9 3 12
Bob Williams B 7 3 1 11
David Allman B 1 2 5 8
John Waddington B 2 3 5
Glen Etheridge B 1 1 2
Abe Shenker B 0 1 1
Mike Jones B
Bert Greenaway B



SPECIAL AWARDS 2011 WINNERS
The Stross Rally Trophy Damian Cole
Awarded annually to the BTRDA member achieving the best performance(s) or individual result(s) on any
International or National Special Stage Rally Championship/Event.  This trophy is awarded upon the
recommendation of the Rally Committee
The Jack Twyford Trophy Not awarded
Awarded annually to the highest placed BTRDA member driving on the British round of the World Rally
Championship or otherwise any event in the British Rally Championship
The John Gott Memorial Trophy Peugeot 306 Cosworth
A Special Award to be presented at the discretion of the Rallies Committee
The Patricia Baldwin Trophy Helen Perren
A Special Ladies Award to be presented at the discretion of Council
The Automobile Club de Monaco Trophy Kim Baker
Awarded annually to the BTRDA member achieving the best performance on Continental Classic/Historic
Rallies.
In awarding this trophy, the decision of Council is final.

Note: From 2012 the AC de Monaco Trophy will be awarded to the winner of the Gold Star Series Historic
Cup

HONORARY MEMBERS FOR LIFE
DEREK SMITH: Joined the BTRDA in 1951, competing regularly, particularly in Autotests, and won the Flather
Star in1963.  After three years as Secretary of the Autotest Committee he became General Secretary of the
Association from 1967-1982 and was also Treasurer during the same period.  As Chairman of the Rallycross
Committee from 1976 to 1978, and a Group 1 RAC Timekeeper, he did much to improve the standards of
timekeeping at BTRDA Rallycross and Autocross events
PHIL and JANET DARBYSHIRE: Phil and Janet have been actively associated with the BTRDA since the
1960’s, and both served on the Autotest Committee and since the Mid. 70's on the Allrounders Committee.
Additionally they have helped to edit and publish BTRDA News since 1977.   It was the Directors and Council's
wish, endorsed by the Annual General Meeting that Phil and Janet Darbyshire be appointed as Honorary
Members for Life.
BRIAN and MARGARET STAPLETON:  Though almost exclusively with Sporting Trials Committee, Brian and
Margaret have also served the Association since 1974 with Brian acting as Committee Secretary and Margaret as
a co-ordinator for the Sporting Trials Dinner.   Both continue as competitors and event officials and it was the
Directors and Council's wish, endorsed by the Annual General Meeting that Brian and Margaret Stapleton be
appointed Honorary Members for Life
MIKE and HAZEL STEPHENS: Mike has been involved in BTRDA activities for over 40 years, primarily
concerned with the Production Car Trial committee and was it’s champion many times over, but also as secretary
to the Rallies committee during the period of greatest development of both road and special stage
championships. Chairmanship of the Association was taken up in 1982, and only relinquished in 1988 to the more
demanding role of General Secretary until 2004. Hazel has been in charge of the organisation of the AGM and
Awards Presentation day since 1988, and between them, their household has looked after the distribution and
posting of News and Clear Round since the early 1980’s. They continue to be involved with various activities of
the Association, including Rallycross, the Luncheon, book-keeping, News and Clear Round.
HOWARD WILCOCK:  Howard joined the BTRDA Rally Committee in 1979 and has been involved with the
BTRDA Rally Championships since 1987, firstly with the Clubmans Championship, and subsequently the Gold
Star Championship, as Championship Co-ordinator. Throughout this period, his wholehearted commitment has
been unstinting, his judgement and decisions taken about the format of the championship as a whole have been
crystal clear, resulting in the Gold Star Championship being the pinnacle of clubman motorsport. He continues to
be involved in the championship, and represents BTRDA on a number of MSA Committees
BRIAN MIDGLEY: Brian has been involved with BTRDA for over 40 years, principally associated with the
production car trial world where he was committee chairman, and fierce competitor, for many of those years,
whilst he was also responsible for the Association’s awards for almost a decade. A constant and authoritative
member of Council, he became a director of the Association upon it’s conversion to a Limited Company, and
subsequently elected as President in 1989. His tenure of that position has seen the Association make great
strides forward, both in it’s dealings with the MSA and in the motorsport world at large. His was the greatest
contribution in the re-organisation of the Association into Holding, and Operational, companies that exist today.
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Gold Star® Champions 2011
Allrounders Duncan Stephens
Autotest Alastair Moffatt
Car Trial Barrie Parker
Forest Rally Andy Burton/Robin Kellard
Rallycross Martin Peters
Sporting Trial John Fack

BTRDA® Challenge Winners
Asphalt Rally FWD Craig Jose/Nigel Hewett
Asphalt Rally RWD Simon Mauger/Brian Cammack
AutoSolo Sam Self

Duncan Stephens
Wyre Forest Car Trial

Photo: Angela Danby
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