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President’s Notes
75th Anniversary celebrations.  Saturday 27th April 2013.

In the last edition of the BTRDA News we gave you advance warning of details for
the 75th Anniversary celebrations of BTRDA.  You will find with this Newsletter a
booking form to complete and return to me…….. book early to avoid
disappointment, it could well be a sellout.
We have negotiated special room rates at the brand new Drayton Manor Hotel for
both Friday and Saturday nights.  Friday 26th April £94.00 per room including VAT
and full English breakfast.  Saturday 27th April £104.00 per room including VAT and
full English breakfast.  These rates are based on 2 adults sharing a double or twin
room.
We realise there are a few who have a motor home or caravan so we have
organised booking facilities at the Drayton Manor Camping and Caravanning Club
Site which is a 90 pitch full facility site located within walking distance of the Drayton
Manor Hotel.  The site is run by the Camping and Caravan Club.  Fees have yet to
be confirmed for 2013 but ranged from £22.60 to £26.00 in 2012.
You will see from the booking form that our Dinner will cost £45.00 and will include
a four course banquet and some special entertainment.  We have asked our
Committees to invite as many Gold and Silver Star Champions as possible.  One of
our special guests will be Stuart Turner who was the Gold Star Champion in 1957,
58 and 59.  No other person has won the Gold Star Rally title three times in a row
and despite the fact that Stuart won the RAC Rally in 1960 and was Team Manager
for BMC Mini in the 60s and Ford in the 70s he still says that this was his finest
achievement.
During the Saturday we shall be arranging many different fun competitions at
Catton Park and Curborough, details of which will be confirmed in the Christmas
edition of BTRDA News.

We are approaching the business end of the calendar year.  Congratulations are
already in order for Damian Cole for winning his third MSA Asphalt title and Julian
Wilkes who has had a fantastic season to become double Champion, claiming the
MSA English title as well as the Miller Oils 1400 series.  Well done both.
Congratulations also to the Rallies Committee who invented the scoring system for
the Gold Star Series.  Yet again the title goes down to the wire and winner takes all
on the Cambrian Rally on October 20th.  It could be one of three, Shaun Gardener,
Hugh Hunter or Roger Chilman and I am looking forward to greeting our new
Champions on Llandudno Promenade about 6.00 pm.  May the best man win.
More news from all our other championships in the next BTRDA News.

Mike Broad
56 Heritage Court, Lichfield, Staffs. WS14 9ST
Email: mike.broad@live.co.uk
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POISED – AND THE PERSONALITIES!....
With just the final round of this year’s REIS –
Get Connected BTRDA Rally Series - the
Llandudno-based Cambrian Rally - to go, the
position at the top of the Gold Star
Championship is finely poised to the point that
the title could go one of three ways. As we
predicted some time ago, no-one has been
able to follow Andy Burton’s example of last
year and grasp the Championship by the throat
this time but, as the season approaches its
conclusion, we have witnessed the fascinating
spectacle of long-time leaders Shaun
Gardener/Ben Innes (Mitsubishi Lancer
EVO5.9) being reeled in by Hugh Hunter/Andy
Marchbank (Ford Focus WRC) and Roger
Chilman/ Bryan Thomas (Subaru Impreza
WRC). The question on everybody’s lips now
is ‘can Shaun and Ben hold out?’…
Of the six named above, Bryan Thomas is the
odd one out – the twice former British Rally
Champion co-driver (1994 – Malcolm
Wilson/2005 – Mark Higgins) is the only one
not to have previously won a BTRDA Gold
Star. For their part, Chilman got his in 2005,
Gardener/Innes a year later and
Hunter/Marchbank were champions in 2008.
So, they all know what is required of them and
they all have experience of withstanding
pressure – for the rest of us, a fascinating day’s
sport in the classic forests of North Wales is in
prospect before the destination of the 2012
Gold Star title is revealed.
Matt Edwards/Sam
Collis are 2nd in the
table after the
Woodpecker – they
have finished each of
the six rounds they
started and have not
only scored
consistently, but also
never lower than 5th in
the points. However,
they have reached the
stage that even a win
on the Cambrian
would leave them
short of Gardener’s
total. Wherever they
eventually finish, the
2010 1400 Champions

have made a seamless transition to four-wheel
drive turbo-charged machinery and should be
well pleased with their performance.
Similarly, Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence have had a
season to savour, the highlight being 3rd on the
Dukeries in their Group N Lancer EVO9 which
should have, in part, made up for the DNF in
Somerset. Having missed the opening round
of the season, Jamie Anderson/Ella Flynn
pushed their similar car to its limits on the next
four events, but a DNF on the Nicky Grist and a
time-consuming roll on the Woodpecker served
to push them back down the overall order but,
even so, they are still in with a fighting chance
of the BTRDA Production Cup. Having opted
to miss the Dukeries, Paul Davy’s Impreza is in
runner-up spot with one event to go, while co-
driver Roger Allan, who was unable to take part
in the Woodpecker either due to his official
duties on the event, could join him if the
Cambrian goes well.
A fourth maximum points score on the
Woodpecker ensured that Matthew Robinson
and Nigel Hutchinson are the 2012 REIS – Get
Connected BTRDA Silver Star Champions. A
roll on the Dukeries has been the only hiccup in
their progress during the season and, following
a steady start in the Wyedean snow, their Ford
Escort MkII has rarely been beaten. Now,
however, there is a splendid fight shaping up
for second place involving the Escorts of Peter
Smith, Boyd Kershaw and Theo Bengry, Allan

Current Historic Cup leaders Peter Smith/Paul Williams
Nicky Grist Stages                            Photo: Simon Clarke
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McDowall’s Opel Kadett and, upholding front-
wheel drive honours, Neil Matthews’ Vauxhall
Nova. A degree in mathematical probabilities
is required to outline the possible outcomes
prior to the Cambrian – whilst all those involved
will be fighting tooth and nail on the event, the
easy way out for those on the sidelines will be
to have another look at the points tables at the
end of the day!...
Julian Wilkes/Will Rutherford-Child have been
the class of the Millers Oils BTRDA 1400
Championship field in their Nova VXR 190 this
year to the point that, following another
maximum score on the Nicky Grist Stages and
with two rounds still to go, they were declared
the 2012 Champions. At that point, the only
crew who had had the gall to deny them a ‘full-
house’ were Justin Lawson/Paul Hargreaves
whose Nova had edged Julian into second
place on the Plains. So, the Taunton driver
entered the Woodpecker with a two-pronged
agenda – to try to replace that 28 points with a
30 and, at the same time, to wrap up the
Swisher MSA English Rally Championship,
the class-based series which he and Will
were already leading. They arrived back at
Ludlow Racecourse with a two-minute
advantage over their nearest 1400 rivals and,
more importantly, with ticks in both boxes - a
superb end to an extraordinary season!
Lawson’s hopes of ‘putting one over’ on
Wilkes for a second time this season went up
in smoke – literally! – on the Woodpecker and
it is down to a straight fight between Kieran
Darrington (Vauxhall Corsa) and Marcel
Freling (MG ZR) for runner-up spot in the
Millers Oils table. Once again, it’s been a
very hard-fought Championship with each of
the current Top Nine drivers being present on
all seven events to date.
The rallyschool.co.uk BTRDA Rally First
Championship has seen 28 drivers scoring
points during the season and, following his
third maximum, Cameron Davies (MG ZR)
leads the pack. Aaron McClure is second and
Mick Smith (both Nissan Micras) third.
Davies’ top score on the Woodpecker came
at the expense of Joe Evett (MG ZR) who, for
the first time on an event he has finished, was
demoted to second. However, Evett’s fourth
place comes from just four scores and
another maximum on the Cambrian would

propel him straight to the top!..
Following a lengthy summer break, the Swisher
MSA English Rally Championship finishes with
something of a flourish. After the Woodpecker,
contenders move on to the Trackrod Clubman
Rally before heading south for the Tempest 2
Rally in early November. As previously stated,
Wilkes/Rutherford-Child are the 2012
Champions, leaving Mick Smith, Neil Matthews
and Allan McDowall to argue over the
remaining podium places.
Full details of the 2012 REIS - Get Connected
BTRDA Rally Series, incorporating the Gold
Star, Silver Star, Millers Oils 1400 &
rallyschool.co.uk Rally First Championships are
available on the Championship website :
www.btrdarally.com while the Swisher MSA
English Rally Championship has its own :
www.englishrally.co.uk

ANDREW HAILL
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Overall Driver Points Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Julian Wilkes 180 1 Will Rutherford 180
2 Kieran Darrington 153 2 Karen Robinson 150
3 Marcel Freling 150 3 Elliot Graham 140
4 Harry Gardner 139 4 Dylan Lewis 136
5 Euros Evans 136 5 Jamie Forrest 128

Overall Driver Points
1 Shaun Gardener 166
2 Matt Edwards 158
3 Hugh Hunter 147
4 Patrick Naylor 147
5 Roger Chilman 145

Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Ben Innes 166
2 Sam Collis 158
3 Ian Lawrence 148
4 Andy Marchbank 147
5 Bryan Thomas 145

Overall Driver Points
1 Matthew Robinson 172
2 Peter Smith 144
3 Boyd Kershaw 140
4 Allan Mcdowall 136
5 Theo Bengry 128

Overall Co-Driver Points
1 Nigel Hutchinson 173
2 Bryan Hull 141
3 Gavin Heseltine 138
4 Les Forsbrook 130
5 Ian Harden 99
6 Ian Jones 99

Silver Star ChampionshipGold Star Championship

1400 Rally Championship

Mick Smith/
Siobhan Pugh

Nicky Grist Stages
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Driver Score Co-driver Score
Julian Wilkes 125 Will Rutherford 125
Mick Smith 103 Gavin Heseltine 97
Neil Matthews 99 Calvin Houldsworth 97
Allan Mcdowall 98 Charlotte Banner 95
Cameron Davies 95 Dylan Lewis 87

All results are shown following The Woodpecker Stages

The BTRDA Rally First Challenge
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Cameron Davies 145 Calvin Houldsworth 146
Aaron Mcclure 136 Martyn Taylor 135
Mick Smith 133 Siobhan Pugh 131

The MG ZR Rally Challenge
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Marcel Freling 120 Karen Robinson 120
Jayne Auden 104 David Auden 105
Benjamyn Mckay 91 Jason Mckay 96

The DMACK Historic Cup
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Peter Smith 113 Les Forsbrook 97
Theo Bengry 94 Robert James 82
Graham Thatcher 78 Paul Wakely 77

MSA English Rally
Championship

The BTRDA Production Cup
Driver Score Co-driver Score
Patrick Naylor 109 Ian Lawrence 109
Paul Davy 101 Ella Flynn 92
Jamie Anderson 91 Roger Allan 86
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ALLROUNDERS – THREE QUARTERS ROUND
This time last year Jan and I were in Cumbria
for the Robin Jager Sporting Trial, the first in
the second part of the season.  Then it was
belting down with rain on the roof of our Hotel
veranda. On the radio they were telling us
hurricane whatsername was approaching the
North of the land WE live in!  This year I am
writing this, in my garden in lovely hot
sunshine, so that I meet the NEWS copy date
for the weekend.
Our current Interim / provisional Allrounders
points scores are in this NEWS and will be
updated on the website www.btrda.com.
Events that have taken place during the last
few days will be updated just as soon as we
receive the results from clubs, and verify any
claims from speed events. They will be on the
web site as soon as we can.
Since the last News our points table has
changed considerably in that the early leaders
have dropped back a little, allowing the reigning
Champion Duncan Stephens to jump up to first
place (at the moment) with Jamie Yapp in the
revived Nova just 2.80 points behind.
Early leader John Fox slides down to fifth, but
is leading for the SAME CAR trophy. Presently
in sixth place is Yapp the Elder (Richard) a long
time supporter of club motorsport sharing the
revived Nova with son Jamie. Martin
MacKenzie, Autotest special builder to Malcolm
Livingstone and Scrutineer, is now in seventh.

Moving up to third is Roger Holder, an
Autotester of note. and just 1.14 points from
Jamie, Roger having collected very good points
from the AutoSOLO events and Car trials.
Fourth is now Dave Oliver making good use of
Oli the Imp in car trials, and Old Faithful in
Sporting Trials, I think the car used for the
AutoSOLO was a Peogeot 205 (possibly).  Our
“under 25’s” for the Duckhams Trophy have yet
to qualify.
At this time of the Championship we have
seven Qualified for our end of year awards and
it looks like a further five should manage their
six events.  So with at least twelve up for
awards we look forward to the possibility of
even more as there may be just one or two
extra to add if the right events that are left suit
you.
Your Allrounders Commttee are due to have a
meeting soon to review our Regulations prior to
the 2013 Championship and consider any
changes that have been suggested by you or
other BTRDA sports for changes to the Groups.
We should also consider the qualifing number
of events, like maximum two from any one
group, in place of the current three, or increase
the number of qualifing events to seven, etc
etc. All options will be reviewed, so contact the
Committee at janet-allrounders@btrda.com. by
the end of September please if you have any
comments or suggestions to make.

During the summer Jan and I have
been out on the Speed Hillclimb
events in the Midlands, and have
seen other fellow Allrounders
wandering round and enjoying the
other mans sports. At Shelsley
Walsh and Prescott Hillclimbs it was
Sporting Triallers out in some
numbers, with a few Stage Rally
chaps. Loton Park it was  a mix of
competitors from a  range of our
sports. Good to see the other sports
and appreciate the commitment each
discipline requires. I also got to go to
the July Rallycross at Mallory Park as
a round of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross was being run - a good

Codriver and Allrounder Josh Davison with
Rachael Patterson on the Nicky Grist Stages.

Photo: Simon Clarke

BTRDA® Allrounders Championship
Supported by REIS

Page 7 www.btrda.com

ALLROUNDERS – THREE QUARTERS ROUND
This time last year Jan and I were in Cumbria
for the Robin Jager Sporting Trial, the first in
the second part of the season.  Then it was
belting down with rain on the roof of our Hotel
veranda. On the radio they were telling us
hurricane whatsername was approaching the
North of the land WE live in!  This year I am
writing this, in my garden in lovely hot
sunshine, so that I meet the NEWS copy date
for the weekend.
Our current Interim / provisional Allrounders
points scores are in this NEWS and will be
updated on the website www.btrda.com.
Events that have taken place during the last
few days will be updated just as soon as we
receive the results from clubs, and verify any
claims from speed events. They will be on the
web site as soon as we can.
Since the last News our points table has
changed considerably in that the early leaders
have dropped back a little, allowing the reigning
Champion Duncan Stephens to jump up to first
place (at the moment) with Jamie Yapp in the
revived Nova just 2.80 points behind.
Early leader John Fox slides down to fifth, but
is leading for the SAME CAR trophy. Presently
in sixth place is Yapp the Elder (Richard) a long
time supporter of club motorsport sharing the
revived Nova with son Jamie. Martin
MacKenzie, Autotest special builder to Malcolm
Livingstone and Scrutineer, is now in seventh.

Moving up to third is Roger Holder, an
Autotester of note. and just 1.14 points from
Jamie, Roger having collected very good points
from the AutoSOLO events and Car trials.
Fourth is now Dave Oliver making good use of
Oli the Imp in car trials, and Old Faithful in
Sporting Trials, I think the car used for the
AutoSOLO was a Peogeot 205 (possibly).  Our
“under 25’s” for the Duckhams Trophy have yet
to qualify.
At this time of the Championship we have
seven Qualified for our end of year awards and
it looks like a further five should manage their
six events.  So with at least twelve up for
awards we look forward to the possibility of
even more as there may be just one or two
extra to add if the right events that are left suit
you.
Your Allrounders Commttee are due to have a
meeting soon to review our Regulations prior to
the 2013 Championship and consider any
changes that have been suggested by you or
other BTRDA sports for changes to the Groups.
We should also consider the qualifing number
of events, like maximum two from any one
group, in place of the current three, or increase
the number of qualifing events to seven, etc
etc. All options will be reviewed, so contact the
Committee at janet-allrounders@btrda.com. by
the end of September please if you have any
comments or suggestions to make.

During the summer Jan and I have
been out on the Speed Hillclimb
events in the Midlands, and have
seen other fellow Allrounders
wandering round and enjoying the
other mans sports. At Shelsley
Walsh and Prescott Hillclimbs it was
Sporting Triallers out in some
numbers, with a few Stage Rally
chaps. Loton Park it was  a mix of
competitors from a  range of our
sports. Good to see the other sports
and appreciate the commitment each
discipline requires. I also got to go to
the July Rallycross at Mallory Park as
a round of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross was being run - a good

Codriver and Allrounder Josh Davison with
Rachael Patterson on the Nicky Grist Stages.

Photo: Simon Clarke



SPECIAL AWARDS 2011 WINNERS
The Stross Rally Trophy Damian Cole
Awarded annually to the BTRDA member achieving the best performance(s) or individual result(s) on any
International or National Special Stage Rally Championship/Event.  This trophy is awarded upon the
recommendation of the Rally Committee
The Jack Twyford Trophy Not awarded
Awarded annually to the highest placed BTRDA member driving on the British round of the World Rally
Championship or otherwise any event in the British Rally Championship
The John Gott Memorial Trophy Peugeot 306 Cosworth
A Special Award to be presented at the discretion of the Rallies Committee
The Patricia Baldwin Trophy Helen Perren
A Special Ladies Award to be presented at the discretion of Council
The Automobile Club de Monaco Trophy Kim Baker
Awarded annually to the BTRDA member achieving the best performance on Continental Classic/Historic
Rallies.
In awarding this trophy, the decision of Council is final.

Note: From 2012 the AC de Monaco Trophy will be awarded to the winner of the Gold Star Series Historic
Cup

HONORARY MEMBERS FOR LIFE
DEREK SMITH: Joined the BTRDA in 1951, competing regularly, particularly in Autotests, and won the Flather
Star in1963.  After three years as Secretary of the Autotest Committee he became General Secretary of the
Association from 1967-1982 and was also Treasurer during the same period.  As Chairman of the Rallycross
Committee from 1976 to 1978, and a Group 1 RAC Timekeeper, he did much to improve the standards of
timekeeping at BTRDA Rallycross and Autocross events
PHIL and JANET DARBYSHIRE: Phil and Janet have been actively associated with the BTRDA since the
1960’s, and both served on the Autotest Committee and since the Mid. 70's on the Allrounders Committee.
Additionally they have helped to edit and publish BTRDA News since 1977.   It was the Directors and Council's
wish, endorsed by the Annual General Meeting that Phil and Janet Darbyshire be appointed as Honorary
Members for Life.
BRIAN and MARGARET STAPLETON:  Though almost exclusively with Sporting Trials Committee, Brian and
Margaret have also served the Association since 1974 with Brian acting as Committee Secretary and Margaret as
a co-ordinator for the Sporting Trials Dinner.   Both continue as competitors and event officials and it was the
Directors and Council's wish, endorsed by the Annual General Meeting that Brian and Margaret Stapleton be
appointed Honorary Members for Life
MIKE and HAZEL STEPHENS: Mike has been involved in BTRDA activities for over 40 years, primarily
concerned with the Production Car Trial committee and was it’s champion many times over, but also as secretary
to the Rallies committee during the period of greatest development of both road and special stage
championships. Chairmanship of the Association was taken up in 1982, and only relinquished in 1988 to the more
demanding role of General Secretary until 2004. Hazel has been in charge of the organisation of the AGM and
Awards Presentation day since 1988, and between them, their household has looked after the distribution and
posting of News and Clear Round since the early 1980’s. They continue to be involved with various activities of
the Association, including Rallycross, the Luncheon, book-keeping, News and Clear Round.
HOWARD WILCOCK:  Howard joined the BTRDA Rally Committee in 1979 and has been involved with the
BTRDA Rally Championships since 1987, firstly with the Clubmans Championship, and subsequently the Gold
Star Championship, as Championship Co-ordinator. Throughout this period, his wholehearted commitment has
been unstinting, his judgement and decisions taken about the format of the championship as a whole have been
crystal clear, resulting in the Gold Star Championship being the pinnacle of clubman motorsport. He continues to
be involved in the championship, and represents BTRDA on a number of MSA Committees
BRIAN MIDGLEY: Brian has been involved with BTRDA for over 40 years, principally associated with the
production car trial world where he was committee chairman, and fierce competitor, for many of those years,
whilst he was also responsible for the Association’s awards for almost a decade. A constant and authoritative
member of Council, he became a director of the Association upon it’s conversion to a Limited Company, and
subsequently elected as President in 1989. His tenure of that position has seen the Association make great
strides forward, both in it’s dealings with the MSA and in the motorsport world at large. His was the greatest
contribution in the re-organisation of the Association into Holding, and Operational, companies that exist today.

www.btrda.com



Gold Star® Champions 2011
Allrounders Duncan Stephens
Autotest Alastair Moffatt
Car Trial Barrie Parker
Forest Rally Andy Burton/Robin Kellard
Rallycross Martin Peters
Sporting Trial John Fack

BTRDA® Challenge Winners
Asphalt Rally FWD Craig Jose/Nigel Hewett
Asphalt Rally RWD Simon Mauger/Brian Cammack
AutoSolo Sam Self

Richard Clewes/Andrew Edwards
Mewla Rally
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